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INTRODUCTION

We inherit from our ancestors gifts so often taken
for granted — our names, the colour of our eyes
and the texture of our hair, the unfolding of varied
abilities and interests in different subjects.... Each
of us contains within our fragile vessels of skin and
bones and cells this inheritance of soul. We are
links between the ages, containing past and present
expectations, sacred memories and future promise.
Only when we recognize that we are heirs can we
truly be pioneers.
—Edward C. Sellner, Mentoring:
The Ministry of Spiritual Kindship, June 1990

Writing a history of any era is a very daring move,
perhaps even a foolhardy one. A history can, at best, be
representative of a time and place. Given the possibilities
of interactions of thousands of people over more than
175 years in Warwick Township, no history could ever be
complete. The Warwick Township History Committee has
tried to use the images and stories of our residents, over
the period of 1832 to the present, to weave a story that
gives a feeling of what the times were like. What we have
learned is that Warwick’s story is representative of many
other rural Canadian communities.

The opening chapters on our geologic past and
prehistory, learned from stones and artifacts, take this
history back to times that put our moment and place on
this planet into a much broader perspective.

Every household was invited to submit a family history.
Out of 2,100 approximately 300 did. Over 170 people and
institutions gave us photographs. Considering the normal
response to surveys, that is very high involvement. Besides
our residents, many people beyond our borders have
contributed stories of the times when their families were
part of our communities.

'This history covers all of Warwick Township, including
Watford, Forest (nearly half of it was once part of Warwick),
part of Arkona, and several “crossroads” communities that
are now just memories.

We have used thousands of resources but have always
tried to focus on the stories that tell of our times. We owe a
debt to those who have recorded this history before us.

We have been very fortunate to have a dedicated group
of volunteer researchers handling a wide range of topics.

'The story of the township is told not in any one story,
but in the book as a whole. For example, the story of
railroads is woven into more than one chapter, such as the
ones on Forest, transportation and Watford.

Please note that in the early days both cents and
pounds were used as currency. We have not tried to convert
any of these denominations, nor have we converted from
Imperial to metric measurements in most cases. The short
forms used are fairly obvious: Road is Rd., Concession is
Con., Township is Twp., Highway is Hwy, School Section
is SS. A person’s birth and death date are inside brackets
(1912-1983) and simply omitted if either is missing, e.g.
(-1983) if no birth date is known or (1912-) if the person
is still living or a death date is not available. A woman’s
maiden name is within brackets before her married name,
e.g. Mary Smith who married David Jones is Mary (Smith)
Jones.

It is hoped that if you feel a story that is not here now
needs to be included in this history, you will submit it and
accompanying photos to the archives that will be created
with the proceeds from book sales. These extensive archives
will include all the information that was collected.

And the story is not complete. The promise of this
project is for the future.

Paul Janes
September, 2008
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CHAPTER ONE

SCRATCHING THE SURFACE
oF Warwick ToOwNSHIP

Formation

of

Earth 1.85 metres Now

represenis

4.6 billion years

adapted from Leonardo da Vinci’s Vitruvian man

Scientists estimate the age of the earth as 4.6 billion years. Let the span of the outstretched
arms from fingertip to fingertip (1.85 metres) represent that 4.6 billion years. Then one
metre (m) represents approximately 2.5 billion years, one centimetre (cm) represents 25
million years, one millimetre (mm) represents 2.5 million years, and one micrometre

(micron, um) represents 2500 years. Let the tip of the left middle-finger be today and let the

right middle-finger tip represent the beginning of Earths geologic time.

by Peter Jensen

WE RESIDENTS OF WARWICK TOWNSHIP LIVE, FOR
the most part, on the surface of our land. On
occasion we may fly over it and on rarer occasions we
may explore under it, but normally our lives are confined
to what appears to be a fairly flat, featureless landscape.
Certainly there are some gentle ridges and shallow valleys,
but they go almost unnoticed except by the farmers who
have to deal with them. There was a time when roads were
not much more than two muddy ruts, and then some of our
hills and dales caused real problems for heavily-laden horse
and wagon rigs or for early automobiles; but asphalt, road
cuts and embankments and powerful engines have made
those problems a thing of the past. Even Rock Glen and

Hungry Hollow in the valley of the Ausable River, probably
the most outstanding landscape features in the vicinity,
lie outside Warwick. Unless you are from Kent or Essex
Counties, Warwick Twp. must appear very flat and — dare
I say it? — uninteresting. The purpose of this brief history
is to change that view, to show the origins of those features
we do see on the surface, and to dig nearly a kilometre and
a half below the surface to reveal a fascinating history of
change going back nearly a billion years.

As this history proceeds, there will be numerous
references to time intervals and times in the past.
I feel it is important to grasp the immensity of
geologic time and, thus, to appreciate the huge
stretches of time that have been available for
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geologic and biologic processes to occur. With that
in mind, I will interrupt the narrative from time to
time with an analogy to which we, as human beings,
can relate.

'This history, then, being brief as the title suggests,
will be dealing only with the last 0.9 to 1.2 billion
years and will come only 36 to 48 cm up my left
arm, just barely reaching my elbow. Please keep in
mind that, as this history proceeds, we are moving
continuously back in time from the present to the
past...from my left fingertip to my right fingertip.
In general, we will also be moving from higher
elevations to ever-lower ones until we find ourselves
over a kilometre below sea level, and one and a third
kilometres below the surface of Warwick Twp.

Let us look first at the surface. Warwick slopes gently
upwards from the southwest to the northeast, the lowest
point (about 205 metres above sea level [asl] or 28 metres
above Lake Huron) being in the valley of Bear Creek
where it leaves the Twp., and the highest point (about
268 metres asl or 91 metres above Lake Huron) being in
the Wisbeach area just north of London Rd. This gives
Warwick a total relief of about 63 metres from the lowest
place to the highest. Clearly we are not as flat as we may
at first appear.

Two ridges dominate the landscape. The gentler ridge,
the Wyoming Moraine, occupies the northwest part of
Warwick. If a line were drawn from Arkona to Birnam
to Warwick Village to the intersection of Hwy 7 and
Hwy 21, all the area northwest of that line is part of the
Wyoming Moraine. The moraine runs generally northeast
to southwest through the township, with Forest sitting on
its northwest edge. The higher and more prominent ridge,
the Seaforth Moraine, curves in from Middlesex County in
the Wisbeach area, trends southeast to northwest for a bit,
and then hooks sharply south, then southwest to Watford.
Wisbeach Rd. runs more or less along the ridge of the
Seaforth Moraine from Brickyard Line to Confederation
Line. These moraines are recent features' formed by lobes
of glacial ice during advances of the Pleistocene ice sheets,
which periodically covered all of Ontario from about two
million years ago until about ten thousand years ago. The
glaciers gouged and scraped vast amounts of rocky material
from regions farther north and left some of it behind as
ridges when they melted. The material making up the
moraines is called “till,”and consists of a mixture of particles
from fine clay to large boulders. A large boulder of a rock
type not found in this region is referred to as an “erratic,”and
some of these are used by local residents as ornamentation
for gardens or markers for driveway openings.

During the Pleistocene (the epoch, or time period,
commonly known as the “ice ages”), the ice in our area
may have been as thick as three kilometres. Imagine the
weight of a layer of ice six times as thick as the CN Tower
is high! This would produce a weight the equivalent of four

tully-loaded gravel trucks with pup trailers pressing down
on each square foot of WarwicK’s surface. That tremendous
amount of pressure pushed Canada’s surface down into
the viscous mantle of the earth; when the ice melted away,
the land began to rise slowly again in a process known as
“isostatic rebound.” Picture in your mind an empty canoe
floating in a lake of thick molasses. If you step into the
canoe, it will slowly sink a bit. Once it has reached its new
flotation level, step out of the craft and notice that it very
slowly rises up out of the molasses and returns to its former
level. That very slow rising is what has been happening,
and continues to happen to a small degree, in WarwicK’s
region of Ontario. This isostatic rebound has had profound
effects on the levels of the Great Lakes over the last ten
thousand years or so.?

Imagine a human hair sitting on the end of my
fingertip and then imagine a single large germ stuck
to the hair. The diameter of that bacterium represents
125 centuries. Twelve thousand five hundred years
(5 micrometres or 5 pm on my armspan) is roughly
the time since the last lobes of ice began to melt
away from Southwestern Ontario. During this
time, humans developed an agricultural lifestyle,
supplanting for many people a former hunter-
gatherer economy. It was about five thousand years
ago (2.5 pm) that humans began to develop cities

and monotheistic religions.

Large
Bacterium
5 micrometres
represents
‘ 12,500
years

. ‘.‘\ %
Thin
Human \

Hair

The Western world generally uses a calendar that
has its reference point only about 2000 years ago
(0.8 pm). So we see that our entire recorded history
is only a miniscule distance, the diameter of a germ
or a yeast cell, smaller than a red blood cell, sitting
on the very tip of my finger (in this case lying on a
human hair at my fingertip).

The entire Pleistocene Epoch, during which the
ice sheets advanced and retreated a number of
times,® was a little over two million years long. That
represents only 0.8 mm of the tip of my finger. This
is about the length of a closely clipped fingernail,
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or the thickness of eight pages of this book. All of
our glacial history, and therefore the formation of
our entire surface physiography, occurs in that tiny
distance.

—_— 5 The many advances and

retreats of the ice ages
(the Pleistocene)
{ / took place within the
——  — T ————— | 2.5 million vears represented by
Dinosaurs become extinct the one millimetre of my
63 million years ago. fingertip.

RO |
25 million years

As the snout of a glacial lobe melts back, a “pro-glacial
lake,”i.e. a lake formed in front of a glacier, forms from the
meltwater in the isostatically-depressed basin left by the
melting ice. These lakes will leave evidence of their former
existence in the form of shoreline bluffs and beach deposits
along semi-submerged hills and ridges left by the glaciers,
as well as sand, silt and clay deposits on their former
bottoms. As the glaciers melt away, new lower outlets for
the meltwater may be revealed and lake levels can drop to
lower levels rapidly. Similarly, either “isostatic rebound” or
a temporary re-advance of the ice front can block an outlet
and lead to rapidly rising lake levels. Changes like these
have led to the existence of numerous lakes of varying
levels in our region and a number of different exit routes to
the sea. Of the many pro-glacial lakes* which occupied our
region, three of them directly affected Warwick’s surface
teatures. These three enormous lakes, which no longer
exist, are, from oldest to most recent, Lake Arkona, Lake
Whittlesey, and Lake Warren. If we list them from highest
to lowest by elevation of their surfaces above sea level, then
the order changes to Lake Whittlesey, Lake Arkona, and
Lake Warren.

Old beachlines formed by pro-glacial lakes appear in
many places around the Great Lakes. However, the beaches
we find in Warwick may not be at the same elevation as
beaches elsewhere formed by the same lake at the same
time. This can be confusing when doing research in one
area based upon documentation from another, since lake
level elevations don't appear to match up correctly. It must
be remembered that isostatic rebound of the earth’s surface
occurs as the glaciers melt away, and that this can cause
beachlines south of us to appear lower than those of the
same lake here in Warwick.’

Lake Arkona

Lake Arkona®was the first lake lying over our township
once the ice retreated enough to expose Warwick. It was
a large lake occupying the Lake Erie Basin and most of
southern southwestern Ontario. Its surface was slightly
lower than that of its predecessor, Lake Maumee, which

existed south of Warwick when we were still under ice.
Lake Arkona flowed out of the region via the Grand River
in Michigan and eventually made its way to the Mississippi
River and thence to the Gulf of Mexico. It left poorly-
defined beach and shore-bluft evidence along parts of the
Seaforth Moraine. Sand, silt, and gravel beach deposits run
intermittently from Birnam to Churchill Rd.

'The later rise of water levels to form Lake Whittlesey
caused wave action and deposition to obscure much of
Lake Arkona’s evidence within the Twp. However, some
features can be seen east of Quaker Rd. just south of
Brickyard Line, east of First School Rd. just south of Hwy
402, and in the Churchill Line area between Bethesda Rd.
and First School Rd. Heading west, Brickyard Line makes
a pronounced dip between Nauvoo Rd. and Bethel Rd. as
it descends the Lake Arkona shore-bluff near Birnam.

Lake Arkona’s surface dropped intermittently (3.0m
followed by 2.6m) over time to form three stages. This
prevented the lake from making a well-developed beach
at a single elevation. Radiocarbon dating has set an age of
about 13,600 years for the lowest level of Lake Arkona.”

Lake Whittlesey

About 13,000 years ago, the ice lobe in the Lake
Huron Basin made a temporary re-advance, blocking the
outlet of Lake Arkona and causing a rise in the lake level.
'This new higher lake is called Lake Whittlesey. Its waters
eventually got to the Mississippi via the Ubly Channel
on the “thumb” of Michigan, Lake Saginaw (which lay
in front of an ice lobe in Saginaw Bay), the Grand River
in Michigan, and Lake Chicago (which lay in front of an
ice lobe in the Lake Michigan basin). If you stand on the
Canadian National Railway crossing of First School Rd.
and look east, you will see a pronounced rise in the tracks
as they approach Watford. This gentle rise is the former
beach of Lake Whittlesey and it can be found in a number
of places around the Seaforth Moraine. Geologists have
suggested that Lake Whittlesey dropped rapidly, to a level
below present-day Lake Erie, when an outlet was revealed
near Niagara Falls in the St. David Gorge area.

During Lake Whittlesey’s time, the only part of
Ontario exposed as dry land (the rest being covered with
either ice to the north or water to the south) was an island
bounded roughly by present-day Walkerton, Guelph,
Tillsonburg, London, the higher parts of Warwick Twp. (the
Seaforth Moraine), and Hensall. Meltwater came rushing
down in rapidly-flowing meltwater streams between the
melting snout of the Lake Huron ice-lobe and this dry
land, which is often referred to as “Ontario Island.” The
streams deposited huge quantities of cobbles, gravel, and
sand in our area as they entered Lake Whittlesey, slowed
down and then dropped their suspended load. The sand
formed sand plains such as the one found in the Warwick
Village area, and clay plains farther out in the lake where
the water was less disturbed, such as in the far southeasterly
corner of the township between Watford and Kerwood.
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"This map shows the position of the ice fronts at the Port Huron Moraine System during the early stage of Lake Whittlesey. “Ontario
Island” is the grey area from London to Durham. Warwick includes the little hook at the lower left of “Ontario Island”.

These glacially-deposited materials have a number
of direct influences on residents of Warwick Twp. today.
Extensive gravel and sand pits exist in northeastern
Warwick Twp. at both Birnam and Arkona. Much of the
quality farmland of that part of Warwick is underlain by
gravel and sand which could be excavated if not for the
harm it would do to the surface. Many farmers and their
children have spent countless hours of back-breaking
labour picking stones from the fields, as frost action and
cultivation dislodge them from the glacial till and gravelly
soils. The clayey soils of the clay and till plains, when
combined with the flatness of the old lake bottoms, make
for a poorly-drained soil in some areas. This problem can
be relieved by installing drainage tiles which, until recently,
were made from the very clay which was producing the
problem. As well, the clay of the old glacial-lake beds
was used to make bricks to build the homes of our early
residents; this is the origin of the road name Brickyard
Line. Fruit trees prefer good drainage of groundwater and
free flow of cooler denser air when frost looms, thus the
well-drained gravelly/sandy slopes of the old beach lines
along the morainal edges have promoted orchard growing,
another important aspect of Warwick’s economy. We see,
then, that there is a clear relationship between how we live
today and the glacial history of our township.

Lake Warren

Another re-advance of the ice sheets blocked
Whittlesey’s outlet, possibly filling St. David Gorge (near
Niagara) with debris, and forming a new pro-glacial lake
called Lake Warren. Lake Warren, like Lake Arkona, had
three stages, each at a somewhat lower level than the last:
Stage II was about 3.1 m lower than Stage I and Stage III
was about 1.5 m lower than Stage II. A very low-level lake
called Lake Wayne existed for a time between the last two
stages of Lake Warren but it had a lower water level than
present-day Lake Erie and thus had no effect on Warwick
Twp. The earlier stages of Lake Warren left weak, poorly-
developed beachlines in Warwick Twp. running up to
Warwick Village from the Hwy 22/Hwy 21 intersection,
circling Warwick to the north, and then sweeping south
near Kingscourt Rd. to Churchill Line. Better-developed
Lake Warren beachlines appear on the northwest side
of the Wyoming Moraine, running from Wyoming to
Forest, and on to Kinnaird and Jericho in Bosanquet Twp.
Orchards and small gravel pits mark the location of the
shores of Lake Warren.®

It is thought that Lake Warren flowed eastward to the
Mohawk River Valley, and from there into the Hudson
River and on into the Atlantic Ocean. Radiocarbon dating
of organic materials in beach deposits suggests that the
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three stages of Lake Warren (and Lake Wayne) existed
from about 13,000 years ago to 12,000 years ago.

Let me remind you again that all of the lake history
outlined above occurs in a length of about 4 or 5 pm
from the tip of my finger. That is about the diameter
of a baker’s yeast cell or of a very large bacterium...
about 1/20 the thickness of a human hair. The ice
ages which affected us are indeed very, very recent
events!’

Today, Warwick’s surface is being slowly sculpted
by three major streams and a number of smaller creeks
and tributaries. Surface drainage in the northeast is by
Hickory Creek which flows west into Lake Huron. The
headwaters of both Aberarder Creek and Highland Creek
also drain into Lake Huron from western Warwick. In the
southeast, Brown Creek flows south into the Sydenham
River which eventually empties into Lake St. Clair. In the
northeast, near Arkona, some small streams flow into the
Ausable River. The major waterway in Warwick, draining
the bulk of the township, is Bear Creek, which flows in a
southwesterly direction into the Sydenham. All of these
streams display what is termed a “dendritic” pattern; that
is, the stream and its tributaries look like the roots of a tree.
This is the type of pattern that arises from erosive forces
when they act upon a fairly homogeneous surface such as
WarwicKs.

We have scratched at the surface of our township; let
us now dig down a bit into the “overburden” of deposits laid
down by a couple of million years of glacial ice deposition
and lake sedimentation. The overburden is that material
lying under our feet that has not yet been consolidated
into rock. Its thickness varies widely throughout the
township, ranging from 10 metres to 50 metres, as well-
drilling records show. From my records I can say that near
Hickory Creek Line and Elarton Rd., the overburden is
30.5 metres thick. Below that depth there is rock.

A general idea of what lies below can be obtained by
examining the well-documented area under the Waste

Management of Canada Corporation waste disposal site
near Watford. The top six or seven metres consist of a
slightly weathered glacial till. Tree roots and surface water
penetration affect this part of the overburden. Only the top
metre or so, which is well-weathered, legitimately qualifies
as soil. Next comes a layer about three metres thick of
un-weathered till consisting of clays, silts and fine sands.
Below this till lies approximately a metre and a half of
lake-bottom clay and silt layers, indicating a time between
glacial advances when the area was covered by inland lakes.
These clay layers lie upon a thin (20 cm to 150 ¢m) layer of
coarse sand indicating more turbulent waters above. Then
comes a glacial till layer approximately 20 metres thick
from an earlier advance of the glaciers perhaps 150,000
to 200,000 years ago. At the bottom of the overburden
lies another sand layer varying in depth from 20 cm to 1.5
metres. This sand has black shale fragments in it associated
with the weathered black shale on which it sits.

Some of the clay in the overburden is often referred to
as “blue clay.” At my location off Hickory Creek Line west,
my well goes through blue clay from a depth of 4 metres to
30 metres. Most deep wells in Warwick Twp. pass through
these clay layers. Clay is particularly impervious to liquids
and surface water does not effectively percolate down or
through the blue clay; this characteristic protects deep
well-water supplies from any surface contaminants from
local agriculture or industry.

From where, then, does our water come? QOur
water comes from the “aquifer,” or water-bearing layers,
consisting of the sand at the bottom of the overburden
and the weathered rock surface of the black Kettle Point
Shale. Many millions of years ago, before it was covered
by glacial and lake deposits, this shale was exposed at the
surface to the usual agents of erosion and weathering, and
this broken fragmented surface acts as an excellent conduit
for groundwater which flows slowly downslope from areas
east and northeast of us here in Warwick. The bedrock
water table in the Stratford region is 350 metres above sea
level, whereas in Watford and the Arkona region it lies at
225 metres, a drop of 125 metres. At Forest, it has dropped
an additional 25 metres to 200 metres above sea level. Fast
groundwater takes only hundreds of years to move from
recharge areas, where the surface water enters the ground,
to withdrawal areas; slow-moving groundwater takes
thousands of years to make the same journey. The water
quality depends to some extent on how long the water has
been in the ground. Old water can contain more dissolved
minerals but be clear of modern pollutants, but younger,
purer water is more prone to surface contamination.

We have reached the interface between the overburden
and the solid rock which lies below, and gone back in time
perhaps several hundred thousand to two million years
from surface to rock layer. That is hardly any time at all,
geologically speaking, because in passing from overburden
to rock we have now jumped a gap of about 360 million
years. All the material evidence which could carry us
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through those few hundreds of millions of years has been
eroded away. The Kettle Point Shale formation, the rock we
have reached, belongs to the younger part of the Devonian
Period of Earth’s geologic history. A trip to Rock Glen,
just outside Warwick Twp., gives the opportunity to see at
first hand some of the “strata,” or layers, of the Devonian
Period.

The Devonian Period stretches from 416 million
years before the present (BP) to 359 million years
BP.! That 57-million-year period extends 2.3 cm
from the centre of my left palm toward my wrist.

Beginning End of

of Devonian Devonian

416 million 359 million years
years ago ago

The rocks of the Devonian show evidence of the first
amphibians, the development of many corals, and the
beginnings of forests spreading over the land surfaces. It
was also during this period that many huge oil-bearing
deposits were produced. A walk through Rock Glen and
Hungry Hollow will allow you to observe many fossils
of Devonian life-forms, such as corals. The shales and
limestones of the Devonian were formed from sediments
and coral reef growth in shallow equatorial seas. That does
not say that at this latitude we had a tropical climate.
What it does say is that Warwick Twp. has not been sitting
still on Earth’s surface. Tectonic plate movement has
moved us from a position near the equator and rotated us
counterclockwise to bring us to our current location."

Do we have hydrocarbon resources here in Warwick?
We certainly do. The main region of production is called
the Watford-Kerwood Pool; it is concentrated between
Confederation Line and Churchill Line, between Watford
in Warwick Twp. and Kerwood in Adelaide Twp. Some
oil and a lot of natural gas are removed from a layer of
Devonian rock called the Dundee Formation. This
formation has gentle undulations in it which act as traps to
collect and hold the gas and oil. Near Forest, there is a very
shallow, northeast-southwest-trending gas trap contained
close to the overburden/black shale interface which allows
some homeowners to have their own gas wells.

If we dig deeper into Warwick’s bedrock layers, we

T2 B 3 ¥ ! '”.i‘ _‘ =
An oil well on First School Road south of Hwy 402, 2008

eventually leave the Devonian Period and enter the Silurian
Period. This period lasted from 443 million years ago to 416
million years ago, a duration of 27 million years. This was
a time when the first land plants, air-breathing animals,
and fishes evolved. When you look at the rock over which
Niagara Falls flows, you are looking at Silurian rocks.

'The 27 million years of the Silurian brings us 1.1 cm
closer to my wrist from my fingertip.

Southern Ontario s
salt layers

Jforming

Beginning of
Silurian .
443 million £nd Df
Devonian
years ago
End of Silurian

416 million years ago

courtesy P Jensen
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One of the layers below us in the Silurian rocks is called
the Salina Formation. It was formed from the evaporation
of sea water in shallow inland seas which covered our
township when it was occupying a position close to the
equator. The salt layers were intermittently covered by
other sediments to form other types of sedimentary rock.
In the Sarnia area there are four salt layers (called Units A,
B, C and D) which make up a total of 215 metres of solid
salt. These salt layers extend for great distances, in varying
thicknesses, to places such as Goderich, Port Huron,
Windsor, and Detroit.

In the mid-1800s, salt was not produced in Canada
in even remotely significant amounts. A few salt springs
scattered here and there in southern Ontario produced
meagre amounts of salt, which, because of its rarity, pro-
bably demanded an excellent price. Recently-discovered
oil was, however, attracting the attention of many an
enterprising entrepreneur. It was the drilling for oil, often
unsuccessfully, that led to the discovery of salt in our county
and in surrounding counties, setting oft a salt boom in
which the drillers now searched for salt, which had many
more uses than oil and was easier to obtain, handle, and
process. Some salt was actually used as fertilizer to be spread
on the fields. This was probably salt from a layer richer in
potassium chloride than in sodium chloride,

photo from 1953 shows the Warwick Pure Salt Works to
be a thriving business."

If we dig deeper into Warwick’s foundations, we pass
through a series of rock layers from the Ordovician Period.
'This period lasted for 45 million years, from 488 million
years ago to 443 million years ago. Life existed only in
the seas at this time. Warwick was likely somewhat south
of the equator at that time; had roads existed, Hwy 402
would be running north and south because we have rotated
about 90 degrees counterclockwise since then.” Toronto’s
skyscrapers are anchored in Ordovician rock.

The 45 million years of the Ordovician Period
moves us 1.8 cm closer to my wrist, but we aren’t
quite there yet.

Digging still deeper, we hit the rock layers of the
Cambrian Period. The Cambrian ran from 542 million to
488 million years ago. The Cambrian rocks under Warwick
consist of ancient sandstones. Although the Cambrian is
generally recognized as a period of rich fossil finds, our
sandstones contain no fossils.’® You would have to travel
to Kingston, Ontario, to actually see exposures of these
Cambrian sandstones.

potassium being an essential ingredient in
the nutrient needs of plants.”

In 1869, a gentleman named Arthur
Kingstone drilled for oil in the vicinity just
west-southwest of Warwick Village. He
missed the traps of the Dundee Formation
and kept drilling until he entered the Salina
Formation where, instead of oil, he found
salt. Water, which was available from an
artesian well, was pumped down into the
salt formation, dissolving the salt, and the
resulting brine was then evaporated over fires
in evaporation pans measuring 24 m long, 4
m wide, and 30 cm deep. The brine was kept
at a temperature around 85°C to 88°C and

Beginning of Cambrian
542 million years ago

Age of the

dinosaurs

End of Cambrian and
beginning of Ordovician
488 million years ago

not allowed to boil, causing crystals to form
on the surface and then sink. As the salt
crystals formed, they were scraped out every four hours,
allowed to dry, bagged into 45-kilogram bags, and shipped
off to various markets. The plant worked two twelve-hour
shifts and ran seven days a week, twenty-four hours a day.
Wood was used initially for the fires but was eventually
supplanted by coal. At one time a tramway joined the
Elarton Saltworks, or “Saltblock” as it was nicknamed, to
the Grand Trunk Railway at Kingscourt, but all traces of
the station and tramway are gone now. Teams of horses
with large wagons delivered the salt to local markets, but
after a time trucks carried the salt to market and returned
with coal for the fires. Montreal became a major market
for Warwick salt, perhaps because the owner in the 1930s
was a Mr. Morris Schikiranski from that city. An aerial

The 54-million-year Cambrian period brings us
about 2.2 cm farther along my hand. We are now
at a position on our timeline/arm-span about 2
cm short of my watchband. Most of the lifeforms
that have left fossil evidence of their existence have
evolved during the time elapsed from my wrist
to my fingertip, a time of 542 million years and a
distance on my arm of 22.6 cm. We still have 162.4
cm of arm-span to go!

When we finally pass through the rocks of the
Cambrian Period, we find we are about 1.35 km!”
under the surface of Warwick, at what geologists call an
“unconformity.” The unconformity is another time gap, a
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Formation

of
Earth

1.85 metres
represents

4.6 billion years

Now

The Grenville Orogeny

adapted from Leonardo da Vinci’s Vitruvian man

Grenwville Orogeny: a time of massive mountain building 0.9 to 1.2 billion years ago.

place where the Cambrian sandstones have been deposited
onto the eroded surface of the much older rocks which
we call the Canadian Shield. The time gap in this case is
roughly 500 million years, since the Precambrian rocks
we are now in are 0.9 to 1.2 billion years old. Half a
billion years of weathering and transportation—what we
collectively refer to as erosion—has worked on whatever
landforms existed here. What were those landforms?

Now that we have entered the Precambrian rocks,
we have moved anywhere from 36 to 48 cm from
my fingertip. This puts us at least at the middle of
my forearm, or at most at my elbow. Despite being a
billion years into the past, we are only a fifth of the
way back to the formation of the planet Earth.

At the beginning of this discussion, I mentioned
that Warwick appeared to be essentially flat. We do not
associate mountains with Warwick Twp. The geologic
record shows, however, that the Precambrian rocks
below us are the deep roots of a massive mountain range,
probably as high as or higher than the Himalayas are today.
These mountains, which extended throughout southern
Ontario and Quebec, formed like the Himalayas, when
two tectonic plates crashed together in what is called the
“Grenville Orogeny.” An orogeny is a time period of very
active mountain building. The “supercontinent” formed
at this time, a huge landmass composed of most of the
earth’s tectonic plates, is called Rodinia by geologists. Half
a billion years have erased our mountainous landscape
completely, but the evidence of its existence remains in the
roots below us.

At the time of Rodinia’s formation, Warwick Twp.

was in the southern hemisphere. Some models show us
at about the same latitude as Brasilia, the capital of Brazil,
and rotated a full 180 degrees,'® whereas other models
show us farther south at about the same latitude as Buenos
Aires, Montevideo, or Santiago, and only rotated about 90
degrees.”

We now find ourselves at my elbow, still a very long
way from the beginnings of our history, yet we have
travelled back in time past recorded history (a germ
on the edge of my fingernail), past the ice ages (a
small fingernail clipping), past the dinosaurs (first
to third knuckle), past the time of coal formation
(the centre of my palm), past the time of the so-
called “Cambrian Explosion” when so many varied
life-forms appear in the fossil record (at my wrist),
all the way to the Grenville Orogeny where we find
ourselves in the midst of a massive mountain range
resulting from the crash between tectonic plates
(my elbow).

We have only looked at about 20% of Warwick’s
history, but it should be remembered that the farther back
we go in time, the more obscure our history becomes. As
always, geologists will continue to improve their computer
modelling techniques for determining age, orientation,
plate movement speed and direction, paleo-climatic
conditions and modes of rock formation. Exciting
advances have been developed to use zircons, extremely
ancient and durable mineral crystals embedded in rock,
to garner information about not only the age of a rock,
but also a history of its development over millions of
years.”
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In conclusion, we see that little Warwick is well-
travelled. It has had its ups and downs, and has been on
top of the world, ground to dust, hot and cold, icy and
flooded, and through numerous renovations and face-lifts.
'The earth is a dynamic entity and Warwick will continue
to be buffeted and changed over future millennia but,
at the moment, we are well-positioned to avoid most of

the natural catastrophes others occasionally suffer, such
as earthquakes, tsunamis, rising sea-levels, hurricanes,
landslides, volcanoes, floods, droughts, and desertification.
What we have left, after all these goings-on, is a remarkably
safe, secure, attractive, productive, and habitable landscape
we call home.

Endnotes

1. I use the term “recent” because, as we shall see in this
history, a few million years is a rather small interval of
time from a geologist’s standpoint.

2. The time period we live in, marked by the last retreat
of the glaciers, is called the “Holocene Epoch.” Very
approximately, we can consider the Holocene to be the
last ten thousand years.

3. Glaciers, whether alpine or continental, do not retreat by
backing up. They retreat by melting at their snout faster
than the ice within them advances toward the snout.

4. Michigan State University identifies 27 different lake
levels (with 18 different lake names) and 17 outlets (some
of which are repeats) over the last 13,000 years or so. See
bttp.fwww. geo. msu.edu/geo333/glacial. html

5. The thickness of glacial ice in Ohio, where we find the
far shores of our own pro-glacial lakes, would have been
thinner than that in Warwick, and the ice there would
have melted away many hundreds of years prior to melting
away here. As a result Warwick, when it was finally free
of ice yet still just in front of the glacier snout, was much
more depressed than Ohio, which had already rebounded
somewhat, and beaches formed by the lakes would have
been on the higher bits of land here. Today, Warwick has
more or less finished its rapid rebound and those beaches
appear at higher elevations than the same beaches in
Ohio. Stating this a bit more succinctly: a lake’s beachlines
formed at the same elevation in both Warwick and Ohio,
but now Warwick’s beachlines are higher because we
have risen more than Ohio since those beachlines were
formed.

6.  These lakes of former times are frequently named after
communities which today lie near or on their former
shores, including Arkona, Saginaw, Kirkfield, Wyebridge,
Penetang, Cedar Point, Algoma, and Dunnville. Alter-
natively they are often named for prominent people or
peoples, as in Warren, Stanley, Whittlesey, Agassiz, Lundy,
Wayne, Iroquois, and Algonquin.

7. Michael C. Hansen, “The History of Lake Erie,” Ohio
Geological Survey, Ohio Department of Natural
Resources, 1999, http.//www.dnr.state.ob.us/tabid/7829/
default.aspx

8. Some years ago, when a sewer or water line was being
installed along Union Street in Forest, the different layers
of sand and gravel beach deposits of Lake Warren were
clearly visible in the excavation cut.

9. 'There is no particular reason to think that the “ice age”
has ended. We are currently living in what is called an
“interglacial,” a time of major ice retreat. Barring some
major climatic or tectonic changes, we will likely return
to a time of massive glaciation again... but not in our
lifetimes!

10. 2006 Thames,Sydenham &Region Source Water Protection
Map Gallery, September. Waterloo Hydrogeologic Inc.,
Ontario Ministry of the Environment, Southwest Region
Edge-Matching Study, 2005.

11.  All dates regarding the earth’s geologic age are derived
from N. Eyles and A. Miall, Canada Rocks: The Geologic
Journey, Fitzhenry and Whiteside Limited, 2007.

12.  Eyles and Miall, pp. 70-75.

13. A fascinating account by Victor Lauriston of the salt boom
in Huron County, in six installments, with references to
Warwick and Lambton, appears in the London Free Press,
Saturday Editions, from April 29,1944 to June 3, 1944.

14.  This information about the Warwick Pure Salt Works was
obtained through an interview with Mr. Ronald Sewell,
who started to work in the salt plant in the mid-thirties
tor $8 per week. Room and board cost him $4 per week
and gasoline was 25 cents per gallon. The interview was
conducted by Paul and Mary Janes of Warwick Village.

15.  Determinations of position and orientation are geologists’
best attempts to interpret many types of evidence
presented by the rocks. These determinations are open to
new evidence and subject to change. Geological facts arise
from stone, but they are not carved in stone.

16. Information on the Cambrian rocks of southwestern
Ontario was obtained by e-mail from Mr. Derek
Armstrong, Paleozoic Geologist, Ontario Geological
Survey, Sudbury, Ontario.

17.  This figure applies to the Sarnia area, but it would likely be
similar here in Warwick Township.

18.  'This can be seen in models produced by the University

of Texas. See bttp.//www.ig. utexas.edu/research/project/

plates/#movies
19.  Eyles and Miall, p. 75.

20.  Eyles and Miall, p. 85.
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Because of our geological formations orchards are often protected The Egremont Road at Wisbeach looking west
from late frosts.



CHAPTER Two

FroMm MAasToDON TO ARROWHEAD

Local Chippewa braves: Note the combination of

courtesy.i_ambton Heritage Museum

native- and Western-style clothing and equipment.
This was typical of the natives occupying Warwick

Twp. in the 1800s.

by Glenn Stott

WARWICK TOWNSHIP WAS SEASONALLY OCCUPIED BY
natives for almost 12,000 years. It was, however,
never as major a native settlement area as those located
around London, Hamilton and Toronto. With its isolated
location away from major waterways, Warwick’s main use
was as a seasonal location or a travelling route. The story
of this occupation follows closely the gradual withdrawal
of the Wisconsin Glacier which occupied the region
about 16,000 years ago. The glaciers were often like giant
bulldozers which dragged across the landscape, creating
piles of mixed earth and stone [known as moraines]
wherever they stopped. The scraped landscape became
lowlands once the glaciers receded,' creating a poorly
drained area with marshes, swamps, hills, rock-strewn

glacial plains, large lakes, ponds, and rivers. This region
of Southwestern Ontario initially had a tundra-like
vegetation, much like the sub-Arctic region of Canada.
Over time this evolved into boreal parkland.? Rising above
these areas were the moraines deposited by the retreating
glacier. The Wyoming Moraine had a major impact on life
in Warwick.

The Wyoming Moraine had its beginnings northeast
of Warwick. It curved in a southwesterly direction through
West Williams and Bosanquet Twps. before it touched
the northern part of Warwick and headed on through
Plympton Twp. on the way to its namesake community,
Wyoming. It joined other moraines all the way to Georgian
Bay to make a network of highlands which towered
above the water-soaked glacial deposits which occupied
all the other regions of Southwestern Ontario. Like all
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Warwick moraines: The Wyoming Moraine dominates the
northwestern part of Warwick while the Seaforth Moraine is
in the southeast.

highways, this network of hills and undulating landforms
made a convenient pathway for the post-glacial animals
which occupied our region, barren-ground caribou, bison,
mastodons and woolly mammoths being among the more
spectacular. As soon as it became possible, these animals
utilized these high lands to traverse the region to reach
teeding and breeding grounds, located north and south of
Warwick, on a seasonal basis.

The region at this immediate post-glacial time was
barren ground vegetation with the predominant species
of flora being tundra shrubs. Over time, coniferous trees
including spruce, pine, tamarack and other water-adapted
species gradually transformed the area to that of boreal
forest. For the caribou, mammoths and mastodons, the
rich tundra-like meadows and conifer thickets proved to
be excellent sources of food.?

Paleo People

About 12,000 years ago, the first human travellers,
called Paleo people, made their way into the region. These
native people were hunters and sought the huge herds of
caribou which migrated through southwestern Ontario
each spring and fall. The Wyoming Moraine proved to
be a reliable source for hunting these animals. Along its

winding route several spots for ambush were located. The
Paleo people established their temporary camps and, on
occasion, burial spots, as they also migrated seasonally
through the region. Several of these locations have been
identified, not only in Warwick but also in nearby locations
such as Bosanquet, West Williams and McGillivray Twps.
'The sites show evidence of weapon repairs, stone chipping,
fires for warmth, cooking and tool making. North of
Warwick in Bosanquet Twp. there has also been found a
burial site called the Crowfield site.*

'The method of hunting was probably similar to the
techniques used in historic times by the “People of the
Deer” who lived in the Arctic tundra of the Canadian
Shield, an area Warwick resembled some 10,000 years ago.
While the giant herds of caribou wandered on the moraine
to or from their seasonal homes, the hunters would wait in
anticipation of their arrival at a narrowing location where
the herd would be crowded together as it crossed over a
topographical feature such as a stream or bog or spruce
thicket. Disguised in animal pelts, the hunters, grouped
as a family unit, would wait for an opportunity to rush
the unsuspecting herds as they crowded to go over the
location. With their spears they would rush up to the herd
and stab as many animals as they could. When a point
stuck in or broke off, they simply replaced it and continued
thrusting and stabbing. Once the herd had passed, the
hunters were joined by the rest of their group — children,
women, and older members — to begin the long task of
skinning the animals, flaying the flesh, and harvesting the
bones, pelts and sinew, which would be utilized not only
for food but clothing, tools, shelters, blankets and footwear.
Depending on the success of the hunt, this process would
take several days or weeks. During this time their camps
would be located on the killing grounds. Today, under the
surface of these hunting sites can be found a large quantity
of stone chips, bone fragments, charcoal and fire-cracked
rocks. Stone artifacts such as points, knives, scrapers,
skinning stones and unusual tools called “gravers™ are also
discovered.®

These groups of hunters and their families lived
together in small family bands. They faced extremely harsh
conditions, as even the summer weather of the region
at that time probably remained cooler and wetter than
the present day. They faced unpredictable life situations
ranging from cold and hunger to physical injury, which
may have contributed to controlling the numbers in their
bands. Fascinating evidence is still being uncovered about
their customs and habits.

With the completion of the harvest and after feasting
well, these warriors would move on to another location
along the moraine network. They hunted and lived near
the animals for centuries, until such time as the climate
and vegetation changed significantly. When the animal
migration routes changed, the Paleo people also altered
their hunting habits. About 6,000 years ago, these people
and their animal food sources migrated north out of the
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Spear tips: The spear points show the progression (left to right) from the Paleo period to the late Woodland period. The two points
on the right are probably arrow points. Ihe spear was the basic hunting weapon for most of prehistory.

region to an area more hospitable to them in a more
rugged and colder area of Canada, the boreal forest of the
Canadian Shield.

Locations of Paleo sites in Warwick are still largely
undiscovered. Only in the last thirty years has it been
recognized that Paleo people lived in southwestern
Ontario. A Collingwood Chert point tip, a base of a fluted
point, and a graver were discovered in the 1980s at a site
located just south of Arkona along the shore of the former
Lake Whittlesey.” There is some evidence that the Paleo
continued to dwell in the region, even as the landscape and
climate changed and other nomadic groups known as the
Archaic people began to enter the landscape.®

Archaic People

Living in a milder climate reflected dramatically on
the lifestyles of these nomadic groups. They relied on a
wider variety of animals for their food. They hunted
elk, deer, bear, rabbits and a wide variety of birds which
inhabited the tall, lush forests of the region. Trees such

Atlatyl: This diagram shows the spear thrower using an atlaty!
to launch the spear at his target. It made his throw more
powerful and accurate. The atlatyl was given extra weight
by the addition of a stone on the shaft. It is thought by some
that artifacts such as bird stones and banner stones served this
purpose. Atlatyls are still used in South America.

as walnut, hickory, oak, maple, tulip, coftee, beech, and
catalpa occupied a larger portion of the region, including
Warwick. These forests also provided ideal locations for
flora which served not only to provide the Archaic people
with food but also as sources of medicines and the tools
which they needed.

The change in climate encouraged a change in the
technology the people used to hunt animals. They found
the animals were somewhat faster than those the Paleo
had found, and they were no longer able to sneak up and
stab their prey. They also found that these animals did not
migrate in huge herds so hunting techniques had to be
refined to deal with the changes. As a result, the thrusting
spear of the Paleo was changed to the throwing spear. An
instrument from the southern North American natives
called the atlatyl would be fitted on the end of a spear, in
essence making the spear thrower’s arm 85 centimetres
longer. This increased not only the speed of the spear but,
with practice, its accuracy. Unlike in the days of the Paleo,
finding wood was no longer a problem so pieces could
be specifically chosen for spears and atlatyls.” Points were
made from a wider variety of chalcedony found in the
Kettle Point area but also imported from as far away as
Ohio and the southern United States through extensive
trading networks.

The Archaic people, because they no longer had to
follow migrating animals, were able to establish themselves
in semi-permanent seasonal habitations. This allowed
them to stay in a region to gather fruit and nuts, to hunt, or
to fish for longer periods of time. They developed seasonal
camps which would consist of relatively permanent domed
or cone-like wooden wigwam dwellings made of cedar
posts and bark. They probably returned to these locations
over a seasonal cycle until the depletion of resources
made it necessary for them to relocate somewhere else.!
Having time to create new tools, these people developed
intricate skills, not only in toolmaking, but also in creating
artistic items of beauty and skill. Polished stones, intricate
ornaments, items made of native copper, as well as a wide
variety of spear points found at the sites of their former
settlements, all provide distinctive evidence of their skills.
The Archaic people prepared for the future by making
large leaf-like flint blades with an overall oval appearance.
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Several of these blades would then be placed in a skin bag
and buried in the ground at the site of the seasonal camp.
The next time they visited the camp they would have a
source of stone to create spear points, knives, scrapers
or drills. Early French explorers called these flint blades
cache-blades, or hidden blades.

'The Archaic people lived in larger groups than those
of the Paleo. The relative ease of their lifestyle meant that
the dangers of life, although still present, were not as
severe, especially during travel and winter. They therefore
lived in larger groups or bands, probably between 35 and
50 persons." It is speculated by archaeologists that the
spring and summer were spent near the lakeshore, and for
the autumn and winter they went inland away from the
wind and cold.’ These people, in their leisure, produced a
plethora of stone tools and artifacts that have been found
throughout Warwick Twp. in the past one hundred and
seventy-five years. Unlike the Paleo who, because of the
nature of their camps and survival, seldom ventured far
from the high land, the Archaic were spread out over wide
areas near rivers, creeks, high hills and forests, depending

HC - Hickory Creek
BC - Brown Creek
= o - Warwick Boundary

=
Warwick waterways: This map shows the tributaries of Bear
Creek, which flow into the Sydenham River system. It also
shows Hickory Creek to the northwest and Brown Creek in
the southeast.

upon the nature of their settlement. Warwick, because of
its location twenty to thirty kilometres from the lakeshore,
would have provided an area for seasonal camping while
they gathered berries and nuts or perhaps hunted deer and
elk.

Much of the activity of the Archaic people was
associated with water, either as camping locations, fishing
sources or ambush locations for larger mammals, such as
elk, deer, and bear.

The Archaic period is associated with lower levels
of water in the Great Lakes.”” Because Warwick is
crisscrossed by only smaller tributary streams of the
Sydenham and Ausable Rivers, large, abundant sites are
not as common as in other locations. However, in 1902,
an amazing discovery was made at the Sitter farm in
Warwick Twp. when a human skull top was located, with
a design carved in it."* The news of such a discovery made
the New York Times and also appeared in archaeological
journals of the time." That it was from the Archaic period
is speculative, but that is the period when many artistic
artifacts were created.

There is no doubt that Warwick was the scene of
much hunting and gathering by all groups of natives over
the past several centuries. Archaeologists have identified
three specific periods of Archaic occupation. The first is
called Early and features a predominant dependence upon
the hunting of caribou along with increasing reliance upon
deer, elk and smaller animals. It existed until about 8,000
years ago when it became the Middle period. The Middle
Archaic period, which existed until about 4,500 years ago,
showed a dependence upon gathering and fishing. The last
stage of the Archaic people, called the Late, coincided with
the rise in water levels of the Great Lakes, approximately
4,000 years ago.' These later Archaic people showed
a greater dependence on fishing for survival, although
hunting and gathering still played a major part in their
life.

They either migrated away to warmer climes or
adapted to survive in a harsher environment.'s

For almost 8,000 years the Archaic bands thrived
throughout the region. They prospered in the moderate
Ontario climate and forged vast trade routes throughout
North America for a wide variety of items such as stone
materials, technological devices, different plants and
medicines as well as decorative items. Over those years
gradual changes began to occur. The climate subtly became
cooler, with winters becoming more severe than the
natives had previously experienced. The water levels of the
Great Lakes also increased to the current modern levels."”
As well, the flora and fauna of Ontario began to change.
Soon the Archaic people found that the larger animals
they used to hunt had been replaced with faster, smaller,
more wary animals, which made their hunting techniques
less successful. When lake levels reached the current
modern day level, some 2,800 years ago, the Archaic
people abandoned Warwick and southern Ontario.
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Bark wigwam: This simplistic diagram of a bark wigwam
represents the early dwelling of the Woodland Indian. When
families grew larger, the wigwam became the longhouse of the
Iroguoian cultural group. It was the Iroquoians that the first
Eurapmn exp/orers met.

Woodland People

After these changes came another group called the
Woodland people. The Woodland groups were usually larger
and had more permanent living accommodations. Starting
approximately 3,000 years ago, these people occupied large
portions of Southwestern Ontario, including Warwick
Twp.” The Woodland people still relied upon hunting,
fishing and gathering for much of their food, but necessity
now made them learn about agriculture.

As with the Archaic people, archaeologists have
identified three specific stages of Woodland people. The first
group was called the Early Woodland. They are identified
as having lived in the region until about 2,300 years ago.
‘They were major hunters of deer, and were noted for spring
fishing and for harvesting autumn nuts from the trees.
Archaeologists state that they existed much as the Late
Archaic people did — hunting, fishing and gathering —
with very little evidence of horticulture.” The first vestiges
of pottery, which was crude and undecorated, have been
found in their campsites along with tobacco pipes and
copper beads.”

The next group, called the Middle Woodland group,
is identified by its decorated pottery. When they arrived
in the Warwick area around 2,000 years ago, these people
relied heavily upon the hunting of deer, gathering of nuts
and much fishing. The use of seasonal camps associated
with these activities has been discovered by archaeologists.
Evidence of the development of agriculture has also been
found during this period.?

The major feature of the Middle Woodland people
is the increased use of pottery and the development of

projectile points. Up to this period the natives relied upon
spears and atlatyls to hunt larger game. As the climate
warmed, the kinds of animals changed. Smaller, faster
animals made an appearance. The spear was no longer
as efficient as it had been and was replaced with a new
technology, the bow and arrow. The bow and arrow was
introduced through trade with South America. Using the
wide variety of wood available, with string made from
basswood bark or sinew, the Woodland people were able
to utilize this tool most effectively. The projectile points
used on spears were adapted to be smaller and triangular
in shape for use on arrows, and were made from a greater
variety of chert types, usually made of local chert found
in nearby Kettle Point, from the north shore of Lake Erie
or through trade with Ohio and the southern United
States.” Beginning about 1,200 years ago, there appear to
have been two distinct groups that occupied Southwestern
Ontario. One, which carried on the hunting, gathering,
and fishing tradition, was an Algonquin cultural group,
called the Western Basin Algonquins by archaeologists.
'The other, called the Ontario Iroquois Tradition, depended
more upon agriculture as well as hunting, gathering and
fishing, and may have immigrated into the region in search
of more favourable settlements.*

Itis speculated that the arrival of the Iroquoian cultural
group into Southwestern Ontario led to a marked increase
in conflict with the Western Basin Algonquin people. This
warfare may have led to the development of palisaded, or
walled, villages, more refined weaponry, and body armour.
It may also account for the gradual abandonment of
Southwestern Ontario by the Algonquin Tradition by the
year 1550.%

The last stage of the Woodland people, called
Late, came to this area around 1,200 years ago. The
Late Woodland people inhabited this region either
permanently or seasonally until about 600 years ago. The
major features of their culture were the dependence upon
the growing of the “three sisters,” corn, beans and squash,
and the development of permanent villages.* From
trading with other communities across North America
the Late Woodland people learned about planting seeds
to grow food which could be stored over time, to be used
throughout the year.

'This change in lifestyle also led directly to developing
implements such as hoes and digging sticks. The corn, beans
and squash had to be cooked, which required clay vessels
instead of the wood or bark vessels that had previously
been used. The clay vessels frequently broke and pottery
making became an important pastime for certain villagers.
The Late Woodland people made very complex, finely
decorated pottery with which they stored, cooked and
preserved their agricultural harvests. One of the features
of a Late Woodland settlement is the existence of broken
pottery shards, often showing intricate designs made by
their creators.”

The Woodland people probably lived in even larger
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groups than the Archaic people. They had to inhabit a
permanent settlement which would allow them to maintain
their large gardens. The Late Woodland people developed
hunting and fishing camps where certain individuals who
were good at these skills could spend several weeks or
months. The use of nets, spears, fishing weirs, as well as
deer fences, traps and other hunting tools demonstrates
the technological developments acquired by these skilled
individuals.

Perhaps the most striking change in technology, other
than agriculture, occurred in the field of hunting. Long
gone were the vast herds of caribou or elk that the earlier
prehistoric people were able to hunt using spears and
atlatyls. Animals such as white-tailed deer, rabbits, beaver,
squirrels and game birds required a much faster technology
than the spear. The spear was still used, but, like other old-
fashioned tools, fell into disuse over time, as the bow and
arrow became more popular.

The main villages of the Woodland people varied in
size from about one hundred people to over a thousand,
living in long bark homes which the first Europeans called
longhouses. A small hamlet may have had two or three
longhouses, such as the reconstructed village of Ska Nah
Doht at Longwoods Road Conservation Area near Mount
Brydges.” Fields of several hundred acres surrounded the
village. Some villages, such as the Lawson site near London,
consisted of several dozen longhouses and probably held
over a thousand people. There is little evidence that any
of these large villages existed in Warwick during this time
period. Indeed, because of the nature of Warwick’s clay
soil, this area may not have been conducive to such an
agriculturally-based culture. Warwick may have been used
for seasonal hunting, fishing and gathering expeditions by

- . A s E%—. —
Madam Mindiski, 1898: Note the bark shelter

was and is considered sacred medicine.

and the pipe sm

oking. Tobacco

Woodland groups, including the Iroquoian group.?’

Tobacco became a very important cultural feature of
the Woodland people. It was used as a medicine and as a
mind-expanding drug, and through its use clay, stone and
corn cob pipes evolved. It was a valued trade item with
other groups across Ontario and afar. To this day, tobacco
is honoured by the native people as a sacred plant with
very special uses and spiritual meanings.

With the coming of Europeans to North America,
the life of the aboriginal people changed irreparably. The
most significant effect was the introduction to the natives
of European diseases such as smallpox. A huge number
of natives who came in direct contact with the Europeans
became infected and countless thousands died.

Following a war of approximately 50 years, encouraged
by France and England, the Algonquin (Chippewa) Nation
who lived in the northern portion of Ontario managed to
drive the Five Nations Iroquois people from Southern
Ontario. Subsequently, by early 1700 the Algonquin people
began to settle the area. The oral legends and stories of the
Algonquin culture include tales of the conflict with the
Iroquois.®® These people may have been the descendants of
the Western Basin Algonquins who had been forced out
by the immigration of the Ontario Iroquois Tradition 500
years earlier.’! They were hunters, fishers and gatherers, and
therefore nomadic in their lifestyle. It was these groups
of people that the first European settlers of Warwick met
when they settled the land.

Following the arrival of the French in the Detroit and
Lake St. Clair region in about 1700, Warwick would have
been visited by fur trappers and natives who used the area
both as a source of animals to hunt and trap, and as a route
to and from the lakes. “Indian trails” which crossed the
region often led to the chert beds at Stoney
Point, which served as a source for their
stone tools.

As European trade and its introduction
of metal tools, implements and decorations
to the natives increased, the demands for
chert diminished considerably. As a result,
the nomadic bands of Algonquins set up
camps throughout the area to carry out
their traditional hunting, fishing, gathering
and wintering. Warwick, as seen by the
early pioneers, was an area used by small
bands of these natives.

After the American War of
Independence and the Treaty of Paris in
1783, the British government had to find
homes for its Loyalist refugees from the
United States. From 1780 to 1830, they
signed a series of native land treaties which
saw the natives of Ontario surrender large
tracts of land to the government in exchange
for treaty payments and a series of “reserves”
set aside in which the natives were to live.
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Indian peapickers camp, 1898: This is a typical gathering of natives at a seasonal
camp. Note that they are using tents rather than skin wigwams. Note also the

Western style of clothing.

Many of these treaties are being
questioned today and have continued
to cause conflict in Ontario, as well
as the rest of Canada.

The surrendering of the land
in Warwick occurred officially
with the signing of Treaty No.
25 in 1822 with the Algonquin
Cultural  Group. When the
first European settlers began to
move into Warwick Twp., they
encountered bands of natives who
still used the vast wilderness areas
for their food and shelter. For many
years these two cultures managed
to coexist with very little conflict,
since the settlers were dependent at
times upon the skills and expertise
of the natives for hunting and
fishing, gathering of natural foods
or knowledge of the environment.
In return, the Europeans provided
the natives with needed shelter in
times of storms, medicines and
medical treatment, and often use of

their property for temporary camps.®
Warwick residents appear to have had
a tolerant relationship with the natives
but gradually, as the wilderness aspect
of Warwick shrank, the native bands
moved to their reserve lands at Sarnia,
Kettle Point, Stoney Point, Muncey and
Chippewa of the Thames.

By the beginning of the twentieth
century, most direct social intercourse
with natives by the Warwick residents
ceased. The land had been cleared of
much of the natural forest cover, fields
were fenced and modern farm buildings
had been erected. Warwick was no
longer a hospitable environment for
the two cultures to interact. Gradually,
the presence of the First Nations
people diminished from the developing
Warwick landscape as they withdrew to
their lands on nearby reservations.

Mindiski couple, 1898: The Mindiskis
similarly to the settlers.

re an elderly couple at their log cabin, dressed

source Talman Regional Collection, UWO
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CHAPTER THREE

FromMm ForesT TO FIELD

courtesy L Bryson

Pen and ink drawing of Carl Bryson farm on Arkona Rd.: The drawing shows a number of
outbuildings, rail fences and the old brick cheese house that is still standing.

by Glenn Stott

‘ N JitH WaRwICK TwP. HAVING BEEN SEASONALLY

occupied by natives for at least twelve thousand
years, the coming of Europeans was simply another
phase of the settlement of southwestern Ontario. When
Upper Canada was created in 1792, southwestern Ontario
consisted of nineteen counties. One of these was Hesse.
Hesse was renamed the Western District, which included
Essex and Kent Counties, the latter of which also included
what is now Lambton County.!

'The land which Warwick Twp. occupies was purchased
in 1822 by Treaty #25 from the people of the Algonquin
Cultural Group. The entire purchase consisted of 580,000
acres north of the Thames River, including the lands of
present-day Warwick, Brooke and Enniskillen Twps. For
this the natives received “2 pounds, 10 shillings each man,
woman and child during their lifetimes and their posterity

forever providing that the number of annuitants should not
at anytime exceed 240 — being the number occupying the
said tract of land.” The land was almost entirely forested
with trees of the Carolinean Forest type, mainly maple,
ash, oak, walnut, beech, and cherry. There would have been
a few areas of clearing or secondary growth which marked
the former areas of occupation of the Woodland Natives
who, by 1600, had largely abandoned the area. In the early
1700s nomadic bands of Algonquin natives would have
visited the area, either for seasonal fishing/hunting camps
or while passing through on their way to trade their furs
and other items with the European settlements along the
lakes.?

The establishment of Warwick Twp. as a settlement
occurred because of the necessity for the British
government to find places for the thousands of ex-soldiers
and their families who, following the defeat of Napoleon
at the Battle of Waterloo in 1815, were discharged into



20 Warwick Township

the English, Scottish and Irish societies. These were
already facing serious stress from industrialization, major
unemployment, political, religious and social difficulties.*
'The circumstances in Great Britain were desperate, and the
vast unoccupied wilderness of Canada was looked upon as
a solution to these problems.

Canada, with substantial British assistance, had
withstood an American attempt to conquer it during the
War of 1812-1814. For the most part Lambton County was
not a battlefront during the war: the natives who lived in the
area went about their seasonal activities of hunting, fishing,
farming and winter camping without much interference.
Notwithstanding this, according to their tradition, many
of the natives of the area were actively involved in assisting
the British in their fight against the American invasion.
Indeed, many of the ancestors of present-day native groups
within Lambton County took part in some of the major
conflicts of the war, including the capture of Detroit in
August 1812, as well as the River Raisin battle in January
1813, the Fort Meigs battle in May 1813, and the battle
of Moraviantown in October 1813. After the Treaty of
Ghent in December 1814, these natives returned to their
areas of settlement within Lambton County and received
very little material recognition for their efforts by either
the British or the Canadians.

Following the Napoleonic Wars, many of the officials
of the British Army were selected to represent the King
in positions of key responsibility. Men such as Colborne,
Maitland and Richmond, whose names were synonymous
with the defeat of Napoleon, came to Canada to exert their
leadership in British North America.

'The threat of another invasion from the United States
in the 1830s was a stark reality from the point of view
of the government of Upper Canada. Sir John Colborne,
the Lieutenant Governor and a veteran of the Napoleonic
‘War, foresaw the need for better roads and communication
if Canada was to stand a chance in another conflict with
America. At the same time, Great Britain was spending a
fortune building fortresses for the defense of British North
America with the construction of the citadels at Halifax,
Quebec City, and Kingston. As an overall part of this
project, major roads were planned to open communication
with all border areas to provide better movement of troops
to and from the potential areas of conflict. The government
of Upper Canada planned to build a number of roads
throughout the colony.

One of the roads planned was to connect the western
edge of the London District (Middlesex County) with
the Lake Huron port of Errol. In 1831 the surveyor,
Peter Carroll from Beachville in Oxford County, was
hired to survey and construct this road through the
trackless wilderness of present day Adelaide, Warwick and
Plympton Twps.® The road was later named the Egremont
Road after Lord Egremont, the benefactor of the Petworth
Immigrants, although Colonel Talbot had wished that the
road be named William the Fourth Road. According to

Lord Egremont

eorge O'Brien Wyndham (1751-1837) succeeded to

his father's title as the 3rd Earl of Egremont in 1763.
He was famous as a patron of arts and was a prominent
figure in English society. Lord Egremont’s residence was
Petworth House, Sussex. As a direct descendant of Sir John
Wyndham he inherited estates at Petworth, Egremont and
Leconfield, land in Wiltshire and Somersetshire, and also
land in Ireland.

The Earl was a sponsor of the 1832 Petworth Emigration
Scheme intended to relieve rural poverty in England. He
agreed to pay the travel expenses of any persons on his
lands who wished to emigrate.

The Egremont Road, envisioned as a military road by Sir
John Colborne and surveyed by Peter Carroll, was named
for the 3rd Earl of Egremont by the Petworth settlers in
Lambton County.

SOURCE: bttp://en. wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Wyndham
%2C 3rd _Earl of Egremont

Jean Elford, Sir John Colborne was responsible for the
naming of Warwick Twp. after the Earl of Warwick, who
was helpful to him in obtaining his first commission in the
British Army.®

This period in Upper Canada was very significant.
Great Britain was looking to send thousands of emigrants
to British North America; at the same time Upper Canada,
a mere wilderness colony with very few financial resources
and a very primitive infrastructure, was challenged to meet
these needs. The government of Upper Canada was facing
the costs of a massive influx of immigrants who had few
personal resources to face the wilderness and the harsh
North American climate, and who lacked the money to
meet the enormous costs of surveying townships, clearing
roads and building the necessary infrastructure required
to make everything relatively functional. Upper Canada’s
resources and finances were put under severe strain.

During the summer of 1831, Carroll and his crew of
surveyors, axe men, and porters mapped and blazed a trail
from the northwest corner of Caradoc all the way through
to the Lake Huron shoreline. At the same time, Carroll
surveyed the first two or three concessions on either side
of the Egremont Road. Both Adelaide and Warwick Twps.
were laid out with the Egremont Road being the centre of
the survey and concessions were numbered as being south
or north of the Egremont Road. Plympton Twp., which
had the Egremont Road forming its southern boundary,
was numbered in the traditional way, with the Egremont
Road being the baseline.

In his book Pioneer Travel, Edwin Guillet outlines
the procedure that was followed by the road crew. First an
explorer would proceed along the route, closely followed
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by two surveyors with compasses. The boundaries of the
roadway would be marked with blazes notched in the trees.
Woodsmen would chop down all the trees lying within
the boundary of the road along the course of the roadway.
Next would come gangs of men whose job was to clear
away the trunks and brush wood lying on the roadway. The
whole crew was followed by the provision wagon which
would bring up the rear.” It was quite usual for these crews
to leave the roadway with stumps two or three feet high
remaining. These stumps would often remain until they
rotted away, unless one of the property owners tried to
have them removed.®

The narrow road was not very impressive, but the
government of Upper Canada was desperate to get the
huge numbers of immigrants who were crowding the ports
to the frontier to look for new land.” As a result, under
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Single and double front lot surveys: All lots in Warwick Twp.
are single front, while in Dawn Twp. the survey is double
front, which means that a Concession road runs at both ends of
the property. There are two exceptions in Warwick Twp.: Lots
2-12 on Concessions 3 and 4 (Chalk Line) are double front, as
are Lots 19-21 on Concessions 5 and 6 (Tamarack Line).

the leadership of Roswell Mount, who was the postmaster
of Delaware and also Crown Land Agent for the region,
immigrants and settlers were hired to help clear the road
for the coming onrush of settlement.’® By the end of 1832,
the survey was complete and the lots were mapped out.
Carroll, in the custom of the time, marked out the lots
with a tree blaze at the corner of each property.

The survey of the entire township carried out by
Peter Carroll in 1832 used a more up-to-date format
for the survey, in that the concessions were laid out in
a single front, unlike the earliest surveys which had the
concessions fronting on two roadways.! This meant
that the lots and concessions were perpendicular to the
concession roads. One concession backed onto another
concession, meaning the lots of each concession fronted
on only one concession road. The sideroads were located
between every three concession lots and ran perpendicular
to the concession roads. They were given the names after
the lot they ran beside, for example, 12 Sideroad or 15
Sideroad.”? The roadways were 1 chain wide, or 66 feet,
and the lots were laid out in 200-acre parcels unless it was
an irregularly-formed lot, often called a “glebe,” affected
by a boundary with another township or a creek or other
prominent feature.

One-seventh of the township was laid out as Crown or
Clergy Reserves, land set aside for use for government or
church purposes such as schools, offices, barracks, churches
or rectories. This was a serious bone of contention in other
parts of the colony, leading to a great deal of unrest by the
population, since neither the government nor the church
was expected to complete the necessary settlement duties
to obtain title to these lands. These lots were eventually
sold off, as Crown and Clergy Reserves were no longer
a viable option with land demands outstripping available
land. On the original survey map of Warwick the Reserves
were marked as brush strokes and their location appeared
to be arbitrarily set. As a result, a settler with poor luck
could find himselflocated between two Reserve properties,
which meant no one was responsible for clearing any land
or any roadways, which in turn would mean considerable
hardship with wild animals, poor transportation for his
goods and extreme isolation from his neighbours.” This
would become one of the issues facing the government of
Upper Canada during the 1837-1838 Rebellion. It was,
however, not a major issue in Warwick Twp., because
most of the Warwick citizens had not completed all of
their settlement duties before the “Reserve” system was
abolished, and also because they were loyal to the Crown.
Indeed, many of the men served with the militia and were
assigned to protect the border at Port Sarnia.'*

Settlers came flooding into the area very shortly
after the survey was completed.” According to the 1878
Lambton Atlas, the first settlers of Warwick were James
and Robert Hume and their families, who came in 1832
from Carleton County near the Ottawa River to settle on
Lots 25 and 23, Con. 2 SER respectively. Robert Hume’s



22 Warwick Township

Thumbprint map showing Clergy and Crown Reserves,
Warwick Twp., c. 1832: This is a portion of the northeast
quadrant of the township.

daughter Betsey, whose mother is not identified, was the
first white female child born in Warwick Twp. They were
joined in March 1833 by another brother, John, who
stayed with them until settling on Lot 27, Con. 4 SER in
October. The Humes, according to the A#/as, had to travel
for “years” all the way to Delaware, a distance of 36 miles,
to obtain their provisions. Their homes also served as stop-
over places for other settlers arriving in the area.'®

According to one historian, Warwick’s population
at the end of 1833 was 852 persons with 1,166 acres
cleared.”

Roswell Mount, as Crown Land Agent for the region,
faced the prospect of 4000 immigrants arriving in the area
in 1832. He recognized that these settlers for the most
part were unprepared for the ordeals they would face
during the year without having any trees cleared or crops
planted. Using the limited resources provided him by the
government of Upper Canada he constructed 250 log
homes, measuring 16 feet by 16 feet, on each of 250 lots, to
provide immediate shelter for many of the newcomers. The
cost was over 900 pounds sterling, a considerable expense
on a limited government budget, but Mount rationalized
it as either assisting them or watching them perish.'®

Even with this foresight, the hardships suffered by the
very first settlers were terrible. Even the likes of Thomas
Talbot, the founder of the Talbot Settlement or present-
day Elgin County, felt sympathy for the plight of the
totally unprepared people who came to Upper Canada
lacking in the skills and knowledge necessary to survive the
harsh weather, the harsh living conditions, the horrendous
amount of work required and the total isolation of living
in the bush.

Anna Jameson, a gentlewoman who travelled around
Upper Canada in the 1830s, gives us a picture of what the
settlers’ clearings would have looked like in Warwick Twp.,
although she was actually describing one she found in the
Thames River region of present-day Kent County.

As we neared the limits of the forest some new
clearings broke in upon the solemn twilight
monotony of our path: the aspect of these was
almost uniform presenting an opening of felled trees
of about an acre or two; the commencement of a log
house; a patch of ground surrounded by a snake-
fence enclosing the first crop of wheat, and perhaps
a little Indian corn; great heaps of timber trees and
brushwood laid together and burning; a couple of
oxen draggin’ along another enormous trunk to add
to the pile. These were the general features of the
picture, framed in as it were, by the dark mysterious
woods."?

In a letter written to Peter Robinson, Commissioner of
Crown Lands and Surveyor-General of the Woods, on
April 20,1836, Charles Nixon, who became WarwicK’s first
clerk in 1850, complains about being hired to construct a
road during the summer of 1835 but not yet having been
paid.*® He pleaded with Robinson that the pay for road
work represented the only source of income available for
“a number of us poor settlers who have no other means to
procure the necessities of life for ourselves and families....”
Nixon also stated, “Our township is very little better than a
Wilderness yet for want of a mill to ground the little grain
that we have raised so that provision is dear and the roads
nearly impassable.”" Robinson soon issued the funds to
Nixon.

To add to the miseries of the Warwick settlers, the
crops of 1835 were ruined by an excess of rain during the
growing season. As a result, the grain produced could be
used as livestock feed but was quite unsuitable for bread,*
although the grain not used to feed livestock could be
sold to the nearest whisky distillery located at Kilworth
in Delaware Twp. Until the farmers of Warwick had mills
to grind their grain for flour a few years later, many had
to go as far as Westminster Twp. near London to get it
ground.?

A report written in 1840 by the Crown Land
Agent for the Western District, Thomas Speers, clearly
identified the difficulties facing the first settlers arriving
in the Adelaide and Warwick areas. He mentioned that
the settlers arriving at Kettle Creek in the summer and
autumn of 1832 were hurriedly sent on their way due to
the outbreak of cholera, “the scourge of the human race,”
which was rampant in London, Upper Canada and other
towns in the colony. Due to this rapid distribution, the
new immigrants were not fully prepared and as a result
suffered “incredible hardships.”

Speers mentioned that the late Roswell Mount,” then
in charge of the district, hired many of the men to work
at clearing roads, to provide them with some income with
which they could manage to buy supplies. Speers lamented
that this project was a “wasted exercise” due to the fact that
the men hired were “unthinking men”who were “physically
unable to complete a day’s work.” He also commented on
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List of Indigent Settlers, Adelaide, Metcalfe, and Warwick Townships, 1840
Inspected by Thomas Speers

Lot Con. Acres | Locatee Occupant Acres Lot Con. Acres | Locatee Occupant Acres
Cleared Cleared
SER (South of the Egremont Road) 4SER
wl/2 10 100 Chas. Nixon - cropped by Nixon 12 16 200 Arthur Barnstaple nil nil
who keeps a tavern =
- wl/2 28 100 Jno. Donnelly Jr. occupies 16
1210 100 John Head il 1 el/228 100 Jno. Donnelly Sr. occupies 20
wi2 13 100 | Edward Bulger Widow Bulger & | 40 S22 1wy || v Cme (e ) ol I
Bels SSER
wl/2 14 100 William Wellwood nil nil 5 200 Arthur Barnstaple il il
wl/2 18 100 Wm. McCallaghan nil nil 28 200 Arthur Wellshead Al =1
el/2 18 100 John McCallaghan nil nil NER (North of the Egremont Road)
wl/222 100 George Henderson nil nil INER
ez 22 | detim Lk il il wii224 100 | Andrew Smith nil nil
23 100[?] | Robert Hume occupies 10 e1/2 24 100 Or 4603
BSER e1/226 100 | John Brown nil nil
wl/2 12 100 John Liddy nil 3 3NER
el/212 100 John Morrow occupies 7 el/2 13 100 Tolhia e Al il
el213 100 | James Lee nil nil wii2 14 100 | John Sikes nil 1cld, 4
wii2 14 100 | John Callaghan il 2 chop’d
n 8 now into
1/2 18 100 Darrel K 30
@ arrel Kenny occupies brush
L2 100 Ededinnainy il 2 wl/2 15 100 Rich’d Evans Sr. occupies 14
wl/2 20 100 Anthony Garoin nil nil = =
eli215 100 Nicholas Evans Jr. occupies 6
wl/222 100 John Pratt nil nil =
wl/2 17 100 Enoch Thomas occupies 30
1/222 100 John Webb il il
¢ onn e n o el/217 100 John Thomas occupies 10
1/223 100 J h K t il il
W HEEPAENE b b Wiz 18 100 | William Smith occupics 8
wl/2 24 100 Michael Gallagher nil nil -
wl/2 19 100 Andrew Thompson occupies 18
el/224 100 Owen Morrow nil nil -
el/219 100 Duncan Dunlop occupies 6
28 200 John Wellshead nil nil =
el/221 100 Henry Cable occupies 14
wl1/2 23 100 John Fenner occupies 6
6NER
wl/2 13 100 James Mcllmurray 10
William Mcllmurray }
SOURCE: Archives of Ontario [RG 1-605-0-3 Box 1]

the labour of the wives and children as being “precarious
subsistence [as] they themselves [were] inadequate to any
useful exertion whatever.”

From his tone, Speers, at first light, appeared to hold
a negative attitude toward the settlers. However, he was
far from that. He railed against complaints by Robert
Johnston, a member of a group who provided aid to these
stricken people, who complained that “no regular account
of receipts or their application [had] been furnished for
the satisfaction of the subscribers [patrons of the society]”
for their donations of money, provisions and seed wheat.
Speers noted that when the settlers went to their lands
after working on the roads, they had no employment for
money or provisions and that some members of their
family had died from absolute starvation during their
absence. He referred to them as “unfortunate people”

whose “toils, hardships, and extremes of hunger which no
persons but as eye witness could have thought possible for
human nature to endure.””

Speers identified some of the errors which these
settlers made when they first arrived. He claimed they
took up land without thinking of how they would pay for
it,even at 50 cents an acre. He felt the settlers saw the land
as “El Dorado” but that it would lead to their ruin. He
claimed many entered into agreements as if land purchase
was a “free grant,” and that as a result many faced ruin.
At the same time Speers noted that these men were loyal
to the government and “cannot be surpassed and in a few
sections of the country can’t be equalled.” He then asked
that the settlers, who had been declared indigent, be sold
their land at 5 shillings per acre to encourage settlement
and loyalty.?®
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Dwelling among the first settlers in Warwick Twp.,
even though the land technically no longer belonged to
them, were the people of the First Nations. They still
carried out their hunting, gathering and fishing while
Warwick was being re-inhabited by the white settlers. The
natives lived in seasonal camps along the creeks where the
women gathered fruit, nuts, and other items to be used
for their sustenance. Men would fish and hunt and, when
they had harvested all they needed, they would leave for
another location. The early settlers, especially the family of
Harry Alison, became quite used to the visitors who were
always in the area.

John Holbrook, whose parents originally settled in
Brooke Twp., stated that the natives would arrive at the
back door with venison to trade for “salt pork.” He recalled
going back to the creek one day and seeing a native woman
sitting by a tent sewing beads on a moccasin. Soon a native
hunter arrived, carrying a deer which he had killed. The
couple invited John into their tent and inside he described
it as the “very nicest place I'd every seen.”®

In her book, Jean Elford claims that by the mid 1840s
game started becoming scarce due to pleasure hunting by
both settlers and natives, in addition to severe weather. By
that time, the number of wild turkeys, deer and passenger
pigeons was markedly reduced in Warwick.*!

'The groups of settlers crowding into Upper Canada
were of four distinct groups, all of which were represented
in the earliest settlement of Warwick. First was the group
which consisted of wealthy landed individuals who came
from England, Ireland, or Scotland with the idea of
purchasing land and setting up an estate in the new land.
One such individual in Warwick was Arthur J. Kingstone,
who purchased a large block of 1,600 acres in 1833.
Captain R. Johnston of Delaware, in writing to Sir John
Colborne, Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada, on
September 2, 1833, made a terse comment after praising
the efforts of the stalwart leaders of Upper Canada such as
"Thomas Talbot, Mahlon Burwell and Roswell Mount, who
provided “influence and example” to the settlers: “There
are also several of our settlers who affect the Rank and
consequence of Gentlemen who have withheld themselves
from all subscription with a niggard hand.”? Johnston
also commented that these individuals did not make the
success of settlement “insuperable.”

'The second group consisted of former soldiers who
used their pension money to buy land in Canada to get a
new start. Some of these were half-pay officers who were
better off financially than regular private soldiers. It was
this group of individuals who initiated the settlements of
Napier in Metcalfe Twp., Adelaide Village in Adelaide
Twp.and Warwick Village in Warwick Twp. Most of these
men had spent their adult lives in the British army and,
although accustomed to physical labour and hardships,
were seldom given opportunities to show the initiative
and decision-making that was required for pioneering in a
North American wilderness. These “retired” soldiers were

Harry Alison

Captain Harry Alison (1775-1867) was brought up by
an uncle and educated in private schools in Scotland.
Having completed his education, he chose to join the 93"
Highlanders, where he received the rank of Captain and
served as paymaster for over 30 years.

While posted in Ireland in 1805 he married Frances
Sinclair. From Ireland the Alisons were posted to the West
Indies where both suffered yellow fever. Later he was sent
to Corfu. Then, at the start of the War of 1812, he was
ordered to Canada West.

Captain Alison then commuted his pension, receiving a
1,000 acre grant in Canada West. The Alisons settled in the
Wisbeach area of Warwick Twp. in 1833, on Lot 28, Con. 1
NER. They had 13 children, four of whom died in infancy.
Their youngest was Peter John, who was six years old when
they arrived.

The Alisons’ son Rowland retired from the military at the
same time as his father and received his own land in Canada
West. Another son, Charles was appointed to the Embassy
at Constantinople. A third son, Brishain, who had joined
the Navy but disappeared, then reappeared and moved to
Canada with the family as well. One of their daughters,
Frances Maria, married Thomas W. Rothwell.

The Alison property was located on the highest spot
in Warwick Twp. Mrs. Alison was known as Mrs. Wound
Sewer for her knowledge of surgery and medicine and for
her willingness to treat anyone who came to her door.

SOURCE: newspaper articles and diary of Peter John Alison

granted 200 acres each for their service to the King. It was
noted that Warwick’s farms at the outset were among the
largest in the region, due to the large number of former
soldiers who settled in the township. However, many of
the men and women, after attempting to farm, ended
up going to the towns and villages and taking up labour
positions. Among those receiving grants were the Freear,
Rivers, Fair, Luckham, Dunlop, Henderson and Lewis
families.**

Timothy Gavigan, in his reminiscences of the early
settlement days, reflected upon how his father was so ill-
suited to farming:

My father didn't know the first thing about farming
in Ireland or anywhere else. He was a tailor in the
old country and he made clothes here, too. Those
days the farmers’wives all made their own full cloth,
took the wool to the mill and got it carded, spun it
themselves and, when it was all spun, they sent it to
the weaver or maybe wove it themselves, got it fulled
and pressed at the mill again and then brought it to
our place for father to make into suits.®
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Duncan Dunlop Jr. and wife Elizabeth with Marjorie
"Thomson: Duncan was one of the original settlers of Warwick.
He came with his father, a one-legged Napoleonic War veteran.

Both men worked at clearing the Egremont Rd.

Many soldiers, such as Harry Alison, a former Captain
of the 90* Regiment, were not cut out to be farmers, but
managed to carve out a living using the resources of their
family and the cash provided by their Army pensions.®

Colonel Arthur William Freear, who settled in
Warwick Village, built a saw mill and was a more
successful example of the “gentleman-officer class.” Freear,
an officer in Wellington’s army at Waterloo, managed to
maintain his property, and his family prospered even after
his premature death by falling off a horse in 1844.3

Another former soldier, Duncan Dunlop, lost a leg
during the Napoleonic War at the Battle of Toulouse, while
serving with the 94 Regiment of Foot. When Dunlop
arrived in Canada, he and his son, Duncan Jr., worked on
the road crew hired by Peter Carroll to clear the land for
the Egremont Road. When he had earned enough, he and
his son settled in Warwick and farmed successfully.®*

The third group of immigrants consisted of the
offspring of United Empire Loyalists, who qualified for
a land grant of at least 200 acres which they could claim
in the newly opened lands in the Western District. Many
of these individuals moved to Warwick from the eastern
portion of Upper Canada such as Lanark and Carleton
Counties because of more fertile land. These people had a
background of farming and clearing trees and were familiar
with the hardships of living in a wilderness township like

Warwick. For the most part these individuals were able to
adjust to the pioneer life of Warwick.

Among these families was the William Burwell
family, United Empire Loyalists who settled on Lot 10,
Con. 1 NER. Burwell built two buildings, one a cabin
for his family, the other a tavern. Burwell’s family, being
well-established in the routine of life in a wilderness, knew
what to do to make a profitable existence in Upper Canada.
Burwell’s son Elijah was the first white child recorded to
be born in Warwick Township.*

He was able to wisely invest his funds to the best use
and avoid costly mistakes. The tavern, which served as a
hotel, was also used for public meetings, court, church and
many other purposes, for it represented the only “public”
building in Warwick for several years. The tavern attracted
both travellers and local settlers.

John Jones, in his travel diary of 1834, stated that
he “Breakfasted at Bear Creek, found a fidler [sic] at
Burwell’s and danced French Fours and Eight Reels until
midnight.”

'The fourth group consisted of impoverished immi-
grants who had been unemployed and destitute in Great
Britain. Charity groups such as Lord Egremont’s Petworth
Society helped support them in their emigration to
Upper Canada. The Lamébton Atlas identifies some of these
immigrants who settled in a specific area of northwestern
Warwick that became known as the “English Settlement.”
Eleanor Nielsen states that the sponsor of this group of
settlers was not Egremont but the Honourable John
Elmsley, who had sponsored five families from Wiltshire,
England. He took these families to his “estate”called Clover
Hill, located on Lots 3 and 4, Con. 4 NER, Warwick.*
'The atlas goes on to identify some of the families in this
group as Harvey, Maidman (or Maidment), Liddy, Moore,
Reddick, Randall, Robinson and Whelems.

Some of these “inexperienced” settlers were able to
obtain road work and earn some money for subsistence
until they gained farming experience to survive. Most,
however, had no idea of how to survive, let alone farm in the
bush. Many abandoned their land and went to the towns
or villages to work as labourers. Others struggled during
the first years until there was a successful harvest, finding
tender shoots, leaves, twigs and wild plants that could be
made into an edible stew or “browse” for them to eat. One
family, the Luckhams, had their oxen die and were forced
to harness themselves to their homemade harrow to clear
their land to plant the wheat.*

Among the applications for land during Warwick’s
first years were also a number of speculators who were
looking at ownership of land as a means of either gaining
or maintaining wealth. Among these individuals were
Lord Mount Cashel, who at this time lived in Lobo Twp.,
and even the esteemed Bishop of York, John Strachan.*

Lord Egremont had a great deal of influence over
affairs, even in distant Upper Canada. One story has his
influence lead to the naming of Warwick and Brooke as
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Cow Cabbage

n the early stages of the settlement of Warwick Twp., the

settlers without any crops planted or food supplies readily
available resorted to eating “browse” and “cow cabbage”.
Dorothy Tiedje, anoted biologist with the Lambton Federation
of Naturalists, went to work to find out what cow cabbage
may have been. She found two different descriptions.

In an article entitled, “What is Cow Cabbage?” James
Pringle of the Royal Botanical Gardens in Hamilton
suggested that Skunk Cabbage may well have been the
plant used by the early settlers. An alternate name for this
plant is “Meadow Cabbage.” He stated that the leaves are
edible when boiled, but he highly doubted that this plant
would have been widely available throughout Ontario and
it certainly was not eaten by cows. In the article he was
inconclusive and called on readers to make suggestions.

In another article some suggestions included Virginia
Waterleaf and Canada Waterleaf which were often called
Cow Cabbage in Bruce and Grey Counties. One of the more
logical suggestions included the White Water Lily which
was eaten by cows. It was noted that in the spring the
leaves were boiled and eaten as greens.

Whether Cow Cabbage is another word for Skunk
Cabbage, or Virginia Waterleaf or White Water Lily, even
modern botanists are not certain. Nevertheless the early
settlers of Warwick used a plant known as cow cabbage
to survive.

SOURCES:

Field Botanists of Ontario, FOB Newsletter, Spring, 1996,
Vol.9(1), p. 7

Ibid, FOB Newsletter-Winter, 1996/7, Vol. 9 (4), p. 9, and
C. Erichsen-Brown, Use of Plants For the Past 500
Years, 1979, p. 210.

he was Granville, Earl of Warwick and Brooke. As a result
of his efforts to settle the Petworth Society immigrants,
the two most affected townships may have been named
after his English estates. Adelaide was named after King
William IV’s wife.*

'The usual route of travel for all groups of immigrants
was by lake schooner to Port Stanley (Kettle Creek) or Port
Glasgow. There they would disembark and travel inland by
wagon to one of the camps or depots established by Crown
Lands Agent Roswell Mount; these were located in the
Delaware and Caradoc Twp. area, as well as in Metcalfe
Twp. which was then known as “Branan’s Settlement” or
Katesville.”

From there, they would follow guides hired by Mount
along the bush roads to Warwick, using the Egremont Rd.
as their east-west route. They would be taken to a vacant
lot, where a log cabin had been built for their shelter, and
would there begin their new lives in Warwick.*

'The struggle of these settlers left a lasting impression
on the travelers, government officials and missionaries who
visited the area. One missionary reported in the Christian
Guardian in 1842, “The people [of Warwick Twp.] are
chiefly English and very poor. I have seen some mothers
of families come out in winter to hear preaching with their
teet rolled up in rags....”¥

In this way, Mount, faced with an influx of what
he stated was 4,000 immigrants, was able to place all of
them successfully, although he noted that only half of the
immigrants in his care were able to find work or become
self-sufficient without any assistance from him and his
agents.*

'The stories of these European immigrants and their
early settlement of Warwick would fill volumes. The
landed gentry were able to hire work done by the countless
labourers in the settlements. Manual labourers tried to
save enough money to purchase their own land, or simply
to survive. Thomas Radcliff, who settled on his estate in
Adelaide in 1832, described some of these labourers as
men who duped the unknowing settler who hired them
into either doing most of the work himself or being fleeced
of his hard-earned cash through a variety of means.*

The settlers, in order to complete their settlement
duties, had to clear a certain portion of land within a
specified period of time before they could receive a “patent”
or title to the land. Methods of clearing large acreages of
land varied. Reverend Thomas Radcliff, of neighbouring
Adelaide Twp., described one of the more common
methods.

He noted that the best method of cutting down large
trees was to cut each tree separately, making it easy
to cut the tree into 12 foot lengths. If longer, the logs
needed more than one yoke of oxen to draw them
to the pile where they were to be consumed.The
brush would be placed into huge piles to be burned.
Young settlers were frequently imposed upon by
cunning choppers by not adhering to these guides.
'The choppers could thus save themselves work and
also make more money for their employer.”

Thomas Radcliff was one of the hundreds of half-
pay officers who settled in the Adelaide, Warwick and
Plympton area following the completed survey and the
marking out of the Egremont Rd. at the end of 1831. He,
and others like him who had some income, were more apt
to hire individuals who would do their work. The majority
of the settlers, who came with fewer financial resources, had
to do most of the work themselves or with the assistance of
their neighbours in working or logging bees.

Peter Alison, a son of a retired officer who located on
Lots 28 and 29, Con. 1 NER, recorded in his journal that
neighbours would spend the winter chopping trees down
in the bush. They then removed the tops and trimmed the
logs which neighbours would store for a logging bee on a
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specified day. When the day approached, settlers from all
around would come early in the morning with their oxen
teams to assist in the hauling of the logs into huge piles
which would then be burned. The women would also come
to prepare a huge noon meal for the workers. Following
the day-long toil, Alison reported that men and women
would produce more food, drink and a fiddle and “a jolly
night was sure to follow.” The party often would not stop
until the morning hours.!

'The dangers facing the earliest settlers of Warwick were
countless. Accidents from everyday activities, although
minor in nature, could lead to major complications due
to the isolation of the township from the more civilized
regions of London and the Western District. Possibilities
for more serious injury or even death were frequent.

In 1832 to 1834 a cholera epidemic struck hundreds
of people in larger communities, including London.
Warwick, because of its isolated situation, was spared this
difficulty.

Archibald Gardner, who settled in 1835 on 500 acres
in the southern portion of Warwick using his “soldier’s
rights” at 50 cents per acre, was working two and a half
miles into the bush on his lot from where he stayed at
night. One afternoon he split his foot with an axe and had
to hobble back to his lodging to get help and have the
toot bound. When he arrived there, he found it completely
deserted. He crawled another mile and a half to a “nearby”
shanty, where he found a man and woman living. They
assisted him but the next morning the man of the house
left to get provisions, leaving Gardner on his own. Gardner
spent a total of seventeen days incapacitated.*

In his journal, Peter Alison tells the story of a “murder”
which went unpunished:

All was now in a state of commotion and every
man that was able to bear arms in the country
was sent off to fight the rebels [in the 1837-1838
Upper Canadian Rebellion]. A few old men that
had families were left to cut wood and attend to
the stock of their neighbours and the one that had
to attend to our colony was not a pleasant fellow
to look at. When talking to him, he never could
look you straight in the face. His weasel eyes would
shift about in all directions as if he were afraid
you would find out something criminal about him
and I believe he had good cause to feel uneasy,
for sometime before this an old man, who lived
in a shanty by himself and was supposed to have

“What a man soweth, he will surely reap” and so
it turned out with our woodchopper. Whether it
was that his wife knew about his evil deeds or not,
no one could tell; but they could never agree. She
appeared to take a thorough dislike to him and he
did everything he could to make her life miserable.
It was reported at one time that he tried to murder
her, but as she never corroborated the report it
died out like the murder he was accused of. She
ultimately died of a broken heart, no doubt, for she
had a wretched life with him. After her death, he
went to Scotland where he was born and brought
a woman back with him, whom he called his niece.
She lived with him about a year, when a very strange
thing happened. He encouraged a young farmer,
who was already married but separated from his
wife, to pay attentions to this girl. She received
his attentions and they finally were married in the
uncle’s house; but no sooner was the last word said
that bound them together, when her uncle opened
the door and ordered the new-made husband to be
gone and never show his face near his house again.
In a few days he bundled up her traps and went to
the States, taking the new-made bride with him —
for what purpose is not known.

No one ever knew, but shortly after we saw by the
papers that he was crossing a river in a small boat
when it upset and he was drowned. The new-made
bride would no doubt have come in for a good
share of her uncle’s property, if not all, had she had
the courage to hold it; for immediately after her
marriage he made it all over to her so as to cut his
three children — a boy and two girls — out of it.
“Man proposes and God disposes,” for the girls had
married two smart young farmers, who, with the
sons and the new-made bridegroom started off for
the States as soon as they heard of the old man’s
death; and so frightened the bride with law that she
signed back all the property again. What became
of her afterwards was never known. The property
consisting of four hundred acres, two hundred
of which were well stocked and had good farm
buildings erected on them, was equally divided
among his three children and they paid the new
bridegroom a few hundred dollars to get rid of him.
Thus ended the life of a very bad man. He reaped
what he had sowed.”

money, was found dead by a log of wood that he
had been chopping in front of his door, and our
worthy attendant was strongly suspected of having
murdered him, as he got well off very rapidly
afterwards.

A kind of inquest was held, but as there was no one
in authority within thirty miles of us, the matter
was allowed to drop; but the Good Book tells us,

Settlers learned to help each other in order to survive.
During the summer of 1835, Archibald Gardner, after
he recovered from his foot injury, decided to work with a
neighbour, William McAlpin. They would exchange work
with each other by working at one another’s farm sites. To
save themselves the long trip back to a permanent shelter
each night, they constructed a “rude tent” from branches
and bark. They carried their provisions in a knapsack loaded
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with dry bread or crackers, a musket, and ammunition,
which all together weighed forty pounds. Gardner and
McAlpin existed on a porridge of flour and water, or cakes
of flour and water cooked in a frying pan, and occasionally
treated themselves with some bacon. They were used to
walking great distances to get provisions.*

Alison recalled that money was often scarce and young
men, including himself, would hire themselves out to
others to earn some cash to assist the family. He describes
one winter’s day when a man from Scotland dropped by
their property on a long 40-mile trek to the St. Clair River
to visit his family. He was exhausted and wished to hire
someone to drive him the rest of the way. Alison’s father
only had a horse but no cutter. A cutter was not to be had
anywhere around. Peter, who was a gifted carpenter and
assisted local settlers in repairing their farm implements,
went into the bush that afternoon and cut down two
ironwood trees. He set to work with his axe and auger
and fashioned a “jumper” used by woodsmen to haul logs
from the bush. In the morning, he hitched the horse to the
jumper and pulled up in front of the cabin and announced
he was ready to take “Sandy” to the St. Clair. The Scotsman
replied “Well man, that beats all I ever saw in my life! If I
don’t have something wonderful to tell when I get back to
Scotland, it will not be your fault.” Peter and the Scotsman
headed off to the St. Clair at an amazing clip of five miles
per hour. Staying overnight, Peter returned late the next
day with a five dollar bill to show for his efforts. He gave
the money to his mother.>

Alison was also hired out as a chain man (who carried
one end of the surveying chain and placed it according
to the surveyor’s instructions) to the surveying crew who
were building a road to Port Sarnia. Although small in
size, he managed to do the work, which took six weeks to
complete. At the end of the time he returned with $40 to
add to the family’s supply.®

In the 1830s few communities could boast a doctor
being available. Frequently, in times of illness or injury,
settlers would rely upon the skills of a few individual people
who became known for their nursing ability. Mrs. Alison
was one of these few people in Warwick. Mrs. Alison had
lived in numerous army camps with her husband during
the Napoleonic Wars and as a result had become quite
skilled at primitive first aid. She had learned how to mend
wounds and prescribe remedies for a variety of illnesses.
She became well known by the numerous natives of the
region as “Mrs. Wound Sewer” not only for her skills but
also because of her kindness.

One incident which quickly became part of Warwick
Twp. folklore occurred on a cold wintry night in 1835
when the Alison family were in the midst of their evening
meal. Through the door burst an Indian demanding food
and a bed. When he approached the light from the candle
it was seen that he was bleeding profusely from a gash in
his head. He approached the table brandishing his knife
and tomahawk yelling, “Food! Food!”

Mrs. Alison saw immediately that the man was very
weak, and she got her boys to seize him and help him into
a chair where they had to hold him down. Meanwhile,
Mrs. Alison bathed the wound with soap and hot water.
She found the wound wasn't too deep but she had to shave
the area, stitch it and cover it with a bandage. The men
then laid the man down on a blanket on the floor by the
fireplace where he fell into a deep sleep. In the morning,
he was fed a hearty breakfast and without a word he left
the cabin.”’

Natives would come and sleep in her cabin during the
night, but also from time to time seek medical treatment.
Harry Alison would ensure that there were extra logs by
the fire for them to warm themselves. Mrs. Alison would
also make sure that they had warm clothing before they

Early Days in Lambton

round 1840 Duncan Park was walking from Watford

to Wanstead to pay a visit to his brother William. He
was using a pathway which was a well-defined Indian trail
along the banks of Bear Creek. Along the trail, he met a
young native couple who were travelling the opposite way,
making their way to Munceytown. The couple was hauling
their possessions in a hand sled which the male was pulling
and the wife was pushing from behind whenever it got
stuck. On top of the load was a loaded rifle with the muzzle
pointing to the rear of the sled. Since they didn't speak any
English and Park did not understand their language, little
communication took place.

After they passed each other, the couple left the path and
took a shortcut, a wagon trail that had been made in 1836
by the Anderson family when they moved to their Plympton
homestead. After a few minutes Duncan heard what he
thought was a gunshot behind him. He kept on. After a few
days he returned with his brother, using the same route.

As he walked, a little distance past where he had met the
young couple days before, he came across a wigwam near
the creek where it intersected with the Warwick-Plympton
Townline. When he looked inside the wigwam, he saw the
native woman lying inside with a horribly shattered leg,
caused by the rifle which had accidently discharged. Duncan
was unable to communicate with the distraught couple so
he continued on his way.

Eventually, word reached Munceytown and a native
doctor arrived at the wigwam. Five or six weeks later, settlers
from around Watford came to the door to see the wounded
woman being removed on a bier of poles, basswood bark
and blankets by a large group of natives who carried her,
four at a time, to the Caradoc Indian Reserve.

Word came back to Watford several months later that
the woman had died of her wound.

SOURCE: Sarnia Observer, May 21, 1886
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left. They would quickly depart but would return with gifts
of moccasins, beaver pelts for a coat, fish, or venison. They
also assisted her family in harvesting crops.*®

It is reported that not only did the natives rely on Mrs.
Alison for medical treatment, but the settlers soon came
to rely on her as well. She was visited on a regular basis by
the ill and infirm, and she made house visits if necessary.
This she did without accepting a penny in payment: she
simply said “I am just happy to be of some use in this
world.”’

Wolves were one of the most feared dangers which
faced settlers in Warwick. Modern study now shows that
the threat of wolf attacks on humans, even in pioneer times,
was very much a myth and indeed, although most settlers
of Warwick would not be convinced, wolves seldom really
presented any major danger of attacking a healthy person
in the bush.® For livestock, however, wolves were deadly.
William Williamson described the wolves as “great big
grizzly brutes” which preyed on livestock, especially sheep.
The farmers had to keep their sheep locked up during the
night for fear the wolves would attack the flock. Even
then, Williamson said that one morning he found 14 dead
sheep inside the barn. A wolf had managed to get into the
barn and killed the entire flock. Williamson also claimed
wolves would “worry” the cattle by chasing them in the
field and biting at them.*!

Peter Alison reported that most people were frightened
of wolves because of their terrible howling during the night,
but many knew that wolves were generally frightened of
humans and would flee at the first sign.®* But stories of
wolves were always told:

I remember one time, when returning home from a
bee with my oxen about three oclock in the morning,
I'was startled by the howl of a pack of wolves so close
that I thought my hour was come. It was very dark
and what made it still more terrible, I had about a
mile of woods to go through before I reached our
clearing. I do not know which made the greater
noise — my heart beating or the wolves howling! I
had heard that the rattle of anything trailing on the
ground would keep them at a distance; so I let down
the chain from the yoke and as I knew the oxen
would keep the road in the dark better than I could,
I mounted the near one and set them off in the full
gallop and never stopped till I got inside our gate,
when our faithful old dog came to meet me barking
with all his might, which no doubt frightened them
away, for I heard nothing more of them. The oxen,
I think, were as much scared as I was, for they
required no whip to urge them along. The wolf is a
very cowardly animal and will never attack anything
except he is sure to overcome it.**

Timothy Gavigan remembered wolves when he was a
boy in Warwick:

I've seen dozens of wolves. When we boiled sap in
the sugar bush youd hear them howling all around.
They wouldn't come to the light where the fires
were, but one pack would meet and howl on one
side of the sap bucket and another pack on another
side. You could see their shadows slinking away and
hear their howls. We had to keep our pigs and lambs
and sheep shut every night for fear of them being
eaten by the wolves. Before the night we would
drive them all into a shanty and fasten the door. Of
course, it didn’t take much room, because we didn’t
have many animals all told in those days.®*
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Warwick Village survey, c. 1834: Warwick Village was laid
out as a town south of the Egremont Rd. This map also shows
the Plank Rd. to Port Sarnia, established in 1846 to connect
Warwick to Sarnia.
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This line called Egremont Road is the dividing line between SER & NER mentioned throughout the book.
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There are also reports of dangerous encounters with
bears. Benjamin Williamson recorded his encounter with a
bear as a seven-year-old boy heading home from school.

Well, this night it was summer time — about the
first of July — I was just coming home from school
when I happened to turn around and look into a little
bit of a clearing, and I saw six or eight pigs running
round and round and a big black fellow with a white
nose going round the outside of them. Every time the
black one would get close to the others they would
start snorting. I was only seven or eight years old but
I can remember thinking there was something funny
about the way those pigs were acting. So I went over
to the fence to get a better look. The black pig stood
up on its hind legs and looked at me!

... T had never seen a bear before. I turned and ran for
the house as fast as my legs would carry me.... I ran
out again and down the hill behind the house where
mother and dad were hoeing corn. “Dad, there’s a

bear up there.”®

Williamson’s father went to the house and got his “old
English musket” and went to the pig fence, but the bear
had left. It returned that night and took one of the pigs.
‘That, however, was the first and only time Benjamin saw a
bear in Warwick.*

By 1834 elements of “civilization” were beginning to
appear in Warwick. Colonel Freear had built a sawmill on
the north branch of Bear Creek, on Lot 10, Con.1 NER.
'The government surveyed Lot 10, SER, as a village site for
the future development of a community. By 1835, Warwick
had 61 taxpayers living in the community, with 250 acres
cultivated and livestock consisting of 4 horses, 24 oxen
and 34 cows.”” Shortly after Thomas Hay established a

blacksmith shop in Warwick.

For all the settlers, the first years of settlement
presented enormous challenges, especially considering that
they were not used to the wilderness life. John Thomas
recounted that his parents, who settled in Warwick in the
early 1830s, were able to confront the challenges because of
their strong spirit of adventure.®® When his father went to
Sarnia to greet his new wife, they had to return to Warwick
by walking the whole distance, as roads were poor and his
father had neither oxen nor horse for transport. Thomas
continues that for the first years all provisions had to be
brought from London. His uncle, Enoch Thomas, was
accustomed to carrying a 50 lb. bag of flour all the way
from London.

Warwick was in the middle of the wilderness, isolated
not only from the lakes and major rivers of the region, but
also from larger settlements. The immigrants who chose to
settle in Warwick had to sufter the hardships of wilderness
life and the isolation compounded by poor roads and
nonexistent infrastructure. As a result, the early years of
Warwick represent incredibly difficult times not always
common to the settlers of early Ontario. However, by the
end of the first decade of European settlement Warwick
was well on its way to becoming a prosperous, independent
rural community with its own mills, churches, schools,
hotels and businesses and a developing system of roads.

By 1850, the Township of Warwick, under the
Municipal Act of 1850, had its first official municipal
government, with Robert Campbell as Reeve and John
Eccles, George Harrower, Robert Hill and William
McAlpine as Councillors. Charles Nixon was the Clerk;
John Williamson the Treasurer, and Enoch Thomas
was the Tax Collector.”” It was no longer a wilderness,
but a developing rural township made up of many small
communities and farms.
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Battle of Waterloo medal front and back: This medal was awarded to Alexander Thom(p)son, 2nd Life Guards, British
Army, ancestor of Dave and Sunday Thompson.
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Settler clearing the land with oxen

by Gerry Pierce

AXE & Ox: PIONEER AGRICULTURE IN WARWICK
Arthur Kingstone was a successful Irish businessman.
Perhaps he had been chanting the popular real estate
mantra “location, location, location” when attending a
public land auction held in a London, Upper Canada,
government office that warm July day. Kingstone had
previously examined various parcels of land for sale in
Canada West. This day, his focus at the land sale would
be on a unique parcel in Warwick Township. The land had
access to a newly constructed government stagecoach road.
Second, due to its southerly latitude, the property enjoyed
an attractive climate to support agriculture, benefiting
from mild winters and a lengthy growing season. Third,
the parcel was located near the growing United States
consumer market. Finally, the land was located along
flowing water. This businessman had done his homework.

Kingstone purchased 648 ha [1600 acres] in Warwick
in 1833. Fortunately he possessed a keen eye for land with
agricultural potential. He wanted his sons and other hard-
working Irish settlers to have the opportunity to achieve
economic independence farming land each owned in the
“new world” of Upper Canada. Extracts from Kingstone’s
diary review clearly the geographic location factors he
valued:

The requisites I considered necessary for good
settlement were — favourable water privileges,
favourable climate for crops and favourable locality.
The last two, I judged were most likely to be met
within the south western townships. The more
south, the less continuance of snow [requiring less
winter keep for cattle] and less spring frosts, which
are destructive to some valuable crops. Besides, it is
that part of Canada likely to be called most actively
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into commercial operation from its propinquity
[nearness] to the States.!

While visiting Toronto, Kingstone had interviewed
the Canada Land Agent to determine the availability of a
large block of desirable land. After consulting the Crown
Office, he travelled to the London West area. Here he was
introduced to Sir John Colborne and then Colonel Mount
at Delaware (Caradoc). Kingstone’s diary then states

on looking over the map of Warwick, found lots 6,
7,8, 9, on the second concession and lots 5, 6, 7, 8
on the third concession south of the Government
road [Egremont] unlocated [not purchased], with a
river running through them and a mill seal on it, the
lots all around being taken up [already purchased].
The agent informed me that he had refused to set
up sale on these lots, keeping them for some person
who would undertake to erect a mill on them for the
benefit of the township. Consequently, after some
deliberation, I attended the public sale at London
and was declared the purchaser of the several lots
under the conditions that I should build a sawmill
on one of the lots.?

Arthur placed his son Charles in charge and returned
to Ireland to ready settlers to occupy his property in
Warwick. Eventually, 25 to 30 Irish families settled on the
Kingstone property.® (The Kingstone property is marked on
the map at the end of Chapter 3.)

Records show thatsome of the early farmers in Warwick
were Irish but many more were English, including retired
British military men who had been honourably discharged
and those that were United Empire Loyalists. In 1832
“lot 24, Concession 1 NER was taken up by Lieutenant
Samuel Moore as part of 350 acres granted him for service
of 31 years with the Seventh Regiment of Foot. He and
his family resided on this lot and by 1837, had about 16
acres under cultivation.” Lieutenant Colonel Arthur
Freear (Freer), a half-pay officer of the British military,
was granted land in Warwick in 1832 along Bear Creek.
Two to three years later he erected an operating sawmill.’
The Freear sawmill “was a godsend to settlers; previously,
the nearest mill had been on the Aux Sables.” Other early
pioneers included William and Sarah Burwell who settled
Lot 10, Concession 1 NER on 200 acres [81 ha] in August
1832. This land was granted to Burwell as the son of an
Empire Loyalist.”

Civilian settlers of 1832 included the Hume, Thomas,
Rees, Donnelly, McKenna, and Hamilton families. In
1833 James Bole and George Lucas settled in the south
of Warwick while the Harvey, Maidman, Mathews, Liddy,
Moore, Randall, Reddick, Robinson and Whelems families
formed the “English Settlement™ in the northwest part of
the township.

A famous painted barn located in northern Warwick

AT

This painted barn near Arkona in northern Warwick Twp.
marks the homestead of the Utter family.

Twp. near Arkona marks the homestead of one of our
earliest pioneers. Henry Utter, a descendant of United
Empire Loyalist stock, arrived in the area in 1833. His
only neighbour was Asa Townsend. Henry occupied the
large tract of land that stretched south and east from the
intersecting trails of the settlement that is today called
Arkona.

Life was full for Henry. Before farming the land, maple,
oak, pine, walnut and hickory trees required clearing. In
1843, he built a wood frame cabin. Later, in the 1850s, a
brick homestead was constructed and the original cabin
was relocated on the property. The Utter homestead is one
of the few Warwick farms that has remained in the same
family since settlement.’

Pioneer farmers in Warwick faced immense
challenges. First, a shelter had to be erected. Usually this
was constructed of logs obtained after felling trees on
their land. Archibald Gardner describes early homes in
Warwick.

Homes in our locality were built of logs; the better
ones were hewn, the humbler ones of rough logs.

Floors were of split logs, flat side up. Glass windows
there were unknown. A little slide was thrown back

courtesy G Pierce

An early settlers hewn log home

courtesy P Evans
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Pioneer farmers favoured oxen for clearing land and some freld
work. Ihis is a rare team of four oxen.

admitting light when it was not too cold. Doors
were of split and hewn logs. Lumber was out of the
question.!’

Clearing small fields for crops was the next major task.
Warwick pioneers aimed to clear 2 to 3 hectares (4 to 5
acres) per year. Giant maple, hickory, ash and beech were
telled by axe. Oxen were hitched to select logs which were
skidded to a storage pile for use in building fences and
shelters.

Most logs were assembled in a burn pile. During
the first phases of pioneer land clearing and farming,
oxen were preferred over horses. A team or “yoke” of
oxen was considered stronger, more tractable and more
methodical when working among tree stumps and fallen
logs. Oxen were also better suited to feeding on natural
vegetation including leaves, twigs, weeds and wild grasses.
Supplemental feeding of grain was not essential.

'The rural custom where many neighbours would gather
at one farm to volunteer their help with a specific project
was known as a “bee”. Clearing land, raising a barn, cutting
firewood would be completed with neighbours’help and, of
course, “many hands made for light work.” Wisbeach area
farmer Peter Alison records in his memoir about attending
a land clearing bee that “We were at peace and in good
tellowship with our neighbours, for the simple reason, we
were all paddling in the same canoe as it were.”"!

Women had bees for quilting, rug-making or apple-
paring and stringing. Bees not only allowed a large work
project to be completed more quickly, but were a vital
social event, an opportunity to share news and meet other
people. Many young men and women met and developed
a relationship at apple-paring bees. The men pared the
fruit while the young women quartered, cored and strung
apples on strings for hanging and drying on cross beams
for winter consumption.'?

Other common work for early settlers included
erecting crude fencing to accommodate two or three cows,
calves, three or four sheep and a sow with a litter of pigs.
A small collection of ducks, hens and geese likely occupied
the barnyard.

Settlement Duties for New Land Owners

he landowner shall thoroughly clear the roadway fronting

his lot. Trees are to be cleared and stumps removed two
feet from the centre of the road low enough that a wagon
wheel can easily pass. Then grass seed is to be sowed on
the cleared road.

Once the road is cleared, proof must show that a person
has constantly resided upon the lot for two years.

SOURCE: Susan Utter Hartman’s Henry Utter of Arkona
family profile, 2007

Once the farmer had trees removed from a few hectares,
the land could be worked up. A common implement used
at this early stage was the A-harrow. “This was constructed
of heavy timbers framed in a triangle for convenience in
passing between stumps. It had nine or more iron teeth
tipped with steel.”* Using a heavy hoe or axe, holes were
punched in the former forest turf, and potatoes, turnips,
Indian corn, squash and pumpkin seeds were planted.

Many pioneer farmers in Warwick encountered
hardship and suffering during the first years. An instance
is related where the ox of Sergeant Luckham, an older
British soldier, sickened and died, whereupon he and his
wife harnessed themselves to the home-made harrows with
a harness made from basswood bark, and harrowed in their
first crop of wheat. Other cases are reported where settlers
nearly starved before getting into a position to raise their
own grain. They were obliged to live for weeks on “browse”
boiled up as “greens,” and a certain wild vegetable known
as “cow cabbage.”*

Established settlers with small numbers of sheep,
pigs, calves and a few cows had to remain alert for large
predators. Bears and wolves inhabiting stream valleys and
forests could inflict serious loss on struggling farms.

Farmers who were able to grow and harvest grain faced
another problem. During the early years of Warwick, few
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Work bees were a favoured way of dealing with large or
monotonous tasks such as clearing land.

source Dept. of National Defence Library, Archives Canada
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Barn raisings involved the entire community. These work bees were followed by a social time.

grist mills existed in the immediate area. As noted earlier,
it wasn't until 1835-1836 that Colonel Freear constructed
a grist mill on Bear Creek, but even then it is not clear
when this grist mill was ready to operate nor how many
months Bear Creek flow rates allowed for its operation.
It was 1843 before Thomas Hay constructed his stone
flour mill at Warwick Village.” Because the trails were

“Barn Raisin’”

n July 1908, the Duncan barn was raised. It took 75 to 100

men to raise the barn on an 8 foot wall. Men from 3 to 4
miles came to help. Each bent was 20 feet apart. The first
4 posts were stood up and braced with long 2x4’s. Each
bent was added and pinned to the next one with the spur.
The inside girts were all mortared into the posts. Wooden
mallets were used to drive in the pegs as each was put in
place. Every piece was numbered and matched the number
on the post. Every stick was hoisted up by hand. Every man
had a special job — the brace man, the pin driver. By about
4 10 5 pm, they had the barn all standing. Then they chose
sides, one for each end, to put up the rafters. The team that
had all rafters in place first were given the right to sample
the beer barrel then to rush to the supper tables for a meal
well earned. Those taters and meat platters were cleaned
off in a hurry. Thick slices of bread and butter and pies of all
kinds! We were fortunate to have a beautiful calm day for
our “raisin”.”

SOURCE: Russell Duncan notes, written 1987, Watford.

too narrow for wagons or carts, Warwick farmers in the
northern parts of the township carried bagged grain on
their shoulders or across the back of a horse or mule to
the Lake Huron shoreline. From this point, a canoe would
be used to reach grist mills where grain was ground at
Sarnia. Settlers in southern Warwick initially transported
grain through bush trails to Brooke Mills (Alvinston) or to
Strathroy on a primitive road."

Oldtimers had their own methods of having fun and
making life a bit more interesting. One pioneer farmer
won a very substantial bet by carrying a bag of wheat
from Warwick Village to Sarnia without taking the bag
from his back. The bet was won even though it was found
that several stops were made by the winner. However, he
did not take the bag from his shoulders, but rested it up
against a tree.”

Implements used on the earliest farms in Warwick
included the wooden plough, the A-harrow, the reaping
hook, the scythe and the flail. The memoirs of Peter Alison
contain a vivid description of an older man hired to thresh
wheat at their farm.

He first made a “flail” — two sticks tied together by
their ends. One stick he held in his hands. The other
he swung around his head and brought it down with
such a thump on the grain that he sent it flying in
all directions. He continued this thumping till he
had it all thrashed [all straw and grain separated].
Now he had to separate the wheat from the chaff.
He chose a windy day and elevating himself upon
a stump would pour the grain and chaft out of a
basket onto a sheet, and of course the grain being

courtesy Watford Historical Society
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the heaviest would fall on the sheet, while the chaff
blew away.'®

Warwick farmers in the decade of 1830-1840 were,
in the main, self-sufficient. They grew and raised their
own food. Their day-to-day clothing was homespun while

a straw hat was likely plaited by household members.
Archibald Gardner reminds us:

With settlements so far away we had no stores to
go to. The clothes we wore came from the backs of
the sheep in our own pastures. After being clipped,
the wool was cleaned and carded by the women. The
nearest carding machines were from thirty to forty
miles away. The carded wool was spun into yarn on
the spinning wheel and then woven into cloth on
hand looms. This cloth, wives and mothers made
into clothes for men, women, and children in our
own kitchens."

Logging and hauling were done by oxen. Grain was
cut with a sickle, scythe or cradle and wife and children
followed with rakes to bind and stook. Threshing was often
done on the barn floor with the cumbersome flail or by the
tramping of horses’ feet. Then a farmer would sling a bag
of wheat over his only horse or over his own shoulder and
stride along a trail to the grist mill where the wheat was
ground into flour. The social life of this rural community
was largely centred on work bees when neighbours
gathered for a logging, barn-raising, road-making, corn-
shucking or even a hog-killing. “Women only” bees were
held for quilting and rug-making.?

A report by Colonel Roswell Mount of Delaware, dated
August 1833, declared that Warwick had a population of
852 and a total of 1166 cleared acres (472 ha).*!

In spite of obstacles that pioneer farmers in Warwick
faced, their dogged determination, tenacity and dedication

Flails were used to separate straw from grain.

Hannah Clark, Lot 28, Concession 3 SER, 100 acres
1851 Agricultural Census, Warwick Township

Acres under cultivation 18

Acres under crops 15

Acres in woods 82

Acres in wheat 9

Bushels of wheat 80

Acres of peas Bushels 40
Acres of oats Bushels 70
Acres of hay

Pounds of wool 15

Pounds of maple syrup 50

Yards of flannel 72

Oxen 2

Cows 1

Heifers 2

Sheep 8

Pigs 3

Pounds of butter 75

Barrels of Pork 2

SOURCE: The Clark Family, Helen Clark, 1990.

converted forests to fields. Their resolve and perseverance
transformed fields to productive farmland. Rudimentary
shelters became comfortable homes. Many early settlers
captured their vision of freedom, a freedom to benefit
from their own hard work and generate the essentials of a

tulfilling life.

HORSEPOWER, STEAM POWER & WIND STACKERS

From the 1850s to early 1900, horse-drawn implements
replaced many of the farm tasks that previously depended
on hand labour and ox. This transition to everyday use of
horse-drawn implements also enabled Warwick farmers
to increase their productivity. New harvesting machines
offered some of the greatest benefits. In 1847 Cyrus
McCormick marketed a horse-drawn mechanical device
called a reaper that cut stalks of grain and deposited them
at the side of the machine. This mechanical reaper replaced
the manually operated sickle and scythe or cradle. With
several labourers assisting, this machine could reap up to
15 acres per day.”

'The reaper was soon replaced by a binder that not only
cut the stalk but also tied or bound a bundle of grain into
a sheaf. Several sheaves were then gathered by hand and
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elevators, chain harrows and double mouldboard
ploughs.?*

This increased mechanization was aided by
the development of new steel alloys. During the
mid-1850s, bushings for drive shafts were made
primarily of hardwood or soft metal. These softer
materials required frequent replacement and
were a significant source of friction, reducing a
machine’s efficiency. Newer steel alloys permitted
the creation of very efficient ball bearings essential
for the design of more productive machinery.?

Farm life in the late 1800s was surely a very
satisfying time for Warwick families. A majority
of farmers now owned their farms. Substantial
houses and barns were common. The scarcity

machine.

D : -
One—furrow walking plough drawn by a team
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grouped into a stook to be dried by the sun.

Seeding was traditionally done with a simple hand-
cranked broadcast seeder. Newer seeding techniques were
based on quality-engineered grain drills. These horse-
drawn drills opened the soil and placed the seed at an ideal
depth and spacing.

Firewood was vital to most homes for cooking and
winter heat. A frame-mounted circular saw could be
driven by a single horse walking in a circle. The horse’s
action would turn a central axle that provided power to the
saw much like a tractor’s power take off transfers power to
machinery today. This “horsepower”-driven saw, with the
assistance of four or five good labourers, cut up to 30 cords
of wood per day.*® A cord of wood measured 4 feet by 4
feet by 8 feet.

Later, gang ploughs, diamond harrows and heavy
cultivators mounted on wheels drawn by a pair of horses
were introduced. By the early 1900s, Warwick farmers had
access to cultivators, wood and steel rollers, seed drills, corn
planters, dump rakes, mowers, combined hay rakes and

The earliest reapers cut stalks of grain, depositing them at the side of the

experienced by pioneers had given way to a new
level of comfort and abundance. Labour-saving
horse-pulled machinery produced a surplus of
grain. Roads enabled farm families to attend a church
of their choice and visit a wider circle of friends. Instead
of rumbling to church or market in an open ox-cart, the
farm family travelled in a runabout or carriage pulled by
a fine horse. Work bees remained popular, primarily as
social events rather than a necessity, although barn raisings
and grain threshings still required the combined labour of
many hands. Farm women and their daughters had fewer
laborious tasks. Mechanization had, in general, freed
them from the physical work surrounding hay and grain
harvests. Female members of the household were likely
responsible for their farm’s poultry flocks and vegetable
gardens. Now they were able to extend their interests in
church and community organizations. Sewing machines
and pianos were found in many Warwick farmhouses.
Pioneer farmers often sowed wheat on their recently
cleared land. This dependence on wheat as a staple crop
continued until the 1880s. Wheat was attractive because
there was strong demand and it commanded cash payment
whereas most other farm products were items for trade or
barter. “The grain was easily transported in bags and its
value did not diminish in storage as long as it was kept dry.
In most of Upper Canada wheat was far more profitable
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on a riding plo
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Hay loader at Doug Boyd's

than other cereals, some of which could not be sold at
all.”

Other significant crops included barley and oats but
these, unlike wheat, were for consumption on the farm.
Oats were essential as feed for horses while peas were
frequently preferred for fattening hogs. However, by the
early 1890s a trend developed to devote increased acreage
to crops such as hay, corn, oats and clover for forage to
support livestock, and less acreage was devoted to growing
the traditional grain crops of wheat and barley.”

New rail, road and water transportation was providing
access to a broader market. Competition for these markets
demanded a high-quality product. To compete successfully
in the international marketplace, farmers in Warwick and
throughout Ontario were urged to become more like
industrial entrepreneurs. C. C. James, Ontario’s Deputy
Minister of Agriculture, noted in 1895 that productive
farmers were somewhat like manufacturers who relied
more on scientific knowledge, machinery and business
acumen rather than their own physical labour. (By this
time organizations such as the Farmers’ Institute had
sprung up to teach farmers these principles.) Agriculture
is controlled by scientific principles and these principles
must be studied.?

courtesy D Hollingsworth

One of the greatest challenges facing farmers
throughout time has been the separation of the
grain kernel from husk, chaff, leaf and stalk.
Flailing and winnowing were utilized by Warwick
pioneers. One person could produce up to seven
bushels per day. By the 1880s, fanning mills in
use had hand-cranked mechanisms that could
clean over 50 bushels of wheat or more than 100
bushels of oats with one person operating the mill.
Larger threshers were designed to be powered by
one or two horses on treadmills. Sawyer-Massey
engineered a multi-horse threshing sweep which
had each horse attached to a bar, causing them to
walk in a circle. A gearbox directed power by a
rod to the threshing machine.

By 1895, large wheeled threshing machines
thathandled complete sheaves were manufactured.
Sisal twine replaced the wire ties that horse-drawn binders
had employed for bundling sheaves ready for stooking.
Self-feeders were now attached to the front of the
machines along with a governing mechanism to prevent
sheaves from jamming the threshing cylinder.

Removing straw and chaff was further mechanized
by the introduction of a “wind stacker”. A large
fan mounted at the rear of the machine provided
the force for blowing chopped straw out a large
galvanized metal tube into a pile. The tube could be
raised and rotated, thus offering more flexibility in
terms of the size and location of straw stacks.

Due to the increased threshing capacity of these
machines, it was no longer feasible to manually bag
grain. Instead, an enclosed bucket elevator carried
grain directly from the pan into a wagon positioned
beside the threshing machine. By the turn of
the century, most elevators were equipped with
bushel counters that automatically measured the
grain as it was fed into the wagon. Manufacturers

could now safely claim their machines offered a
threshing capacity of more than 1,000 bushels per
day — a figure easily doubled by some of the largest

machines.
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steam engine
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Threshing at Alfred Williams’: Note the number of men required for such

Operating a team of draft horses around the mechanical
clatter of a running thresher demanded a capable driver
and well-trained animals. Jack Aitken recalls the special
demands of the first threshing of the harvest.

I always remember the first threshing. The threshing
machine would be running and you had to put the
team right up beside the separator. The horses had to
stay there while you unloaded. And everything was
running crazy and the belts running right beside
them. At the first threshing or two, everybody’s

horses would be goofy. And then theyd
get used to it. Uncle Dick’s team was one
of the more patient ones. Tantons’ weren’t
that patient. They were scared skinny. He
would shut the threshing machine down
so that the separator wasn't running and he
would lead them up and he would pet them,
hold them while you started to pitch off and
after 2 or 3 times they'd walk up there and
it got so that they'd pretty near walk over
the thing. They didn't mind at all. That was
something you had to get used to. Every
horse was different.*°

Photos of Warwick grain threshing frequently

include many workers surrounding the thresher
and the steam-powered traction engine. It was
normal for larger machines to require at least the
following labour:

3—4 men to load stooked sheaves onto horse-
drawn wagons

2-4 men to drive the teams bringing wagons
filled with sheaves to the threshing machine
and unload sheaves into the self-feeder

2 men to maintain and operate the steam
traction engine fire box and belts

1 man to tend the wagon that the threshing
machine was filling with grain

1 man to oversee the threshing machine
operation

In spite of increased mechanization, the

threshing process remained labour intensive.
The combined cost of a steam traction engine
and threshing machine was prohibitive for the
average farm, resulting in custom or contract
threshers being hired. Lew McGregor notes in
his memoirs:

There were only a few threshing machines
in the area. They passed through the
neighbourhood from farm to farm. Each
area had its own work section consisting
of the farmers in a two mile stretch which
amounted to about 18 farms. These groups
worked to help each other. They were
notified of the need for help by a long ring
on the party line [telephone]. One long
ring and everyone picked up the phone to
find what was needed. Threshing was hard
work.3!

Florence (McRorie) Main writes in her memories of
threshing as a colourful event.

When the grain had been cut and was dry enough
to thresh, Mr. Les McKay moved in with his steam
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Annual Farm Wages in 1928-29

Married male  $400

Single male  $330
Boy $316
Woman $316

SOURCE: W.P.Macdonald, Agricultural Field Representative,
Annual Report of Dept. of Agriculture covering Warwick Twp.

engine pulling the threshing machine and water
tank. The thresher was backed into the barn with the
grain coming out the pipe into bins and a long pipe
carrying the straw to make a stack in the barnyard.
The cows loved to brush against the fresh straw.
Wide belts ran from the engine to the thresher.
One of the children was sent to tell Mr. McKay
when dinner was ready. He'd give 2 or 3 blasts on
the whistle and all the crew came out, washed the
worst dust off in a wash tub of warm water with
soap and towels and went into the house to enjoy a
feast-like meal.’?

In 1904 J. 1. Case of Wisconsin marketed the first all-
metal thresher utilizing an angle-iron frame and metal
panels. Case anticipated using metal would offer greater

structural integrity than wood-framed machines.

that their
machines were made with the finest kiln-dried

Despite manufacturers’ assurances
hardwood, and that a regular tightening of bolts
would suffice, a threshing machine operating at full
speed would have been subject to incredible strain.
Although manufacturers of wooden machines

initially scoffed at J.I. Case’s product, many —

including the George White Company of London
Ontario (680634) — followed suit and switched to
the production of metal machines.

—

Families took great pride in their horses. They were a common
element in _farm and homestead photos. Pictured are brothers

Grant, George, Charles and Dougall Janes.

Threshing machines had finally reached the pinnacle

of their technological evolution. Rubber tires might
replace wooden wheels, and grease cups would be
supplanted by compression grease fittings, but the
internal mechanism would remain unaltered.*

courtesy M Miner
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Murray Graham with wagon of loose hay
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Early farms were “mixed” farms, raising a variety of animals
and growing a variety of crops.

courtesy L McGregor
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Horses on Logan farm, east ¥ Lot 4, Con. 6 NER
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WARWICK IN TRANSITION
There’s something elemental about watching a man
and a perfectly-matched pair of mules or a double
team of red-roan Belgians work like a synchronized
.] the dull plod of

great hooves on mellow earth, the jingle of harness,

and finely-tuned machine [..

the sigh of a shiny moldboard slicing a strip of sod,
the gentle urgings of the driver, the barely audible

straining of the team.**

Some have said that “a farmer’s best friend is his
horse.” Ploughing, harrowing and harvesting with the help
of a living creature can generate a mystic bond, a unique
working partnership valued by many farmers. Whether
working fields or driving to town for supplies, most farm
families took great pride in their horses. Certain horsemen
would argue that the relationship between owner and
horse was mutually satistfying. Working horses served many
Warwick farms faithfully and productively for more than a
fifty-year period in the late 19" and early 20" centuries. A
team of draft animals required a limited capital investment
and was ideal for working the small, irregularly-shaped
fields so characteristic of mixed farms. The horse was king
until the 1930s.

To successfully bring together an implement and a
draft animal required the skill and knowledge of a first-
rate horseman. Horsemen had to possess an innate feeling
for their animals, commonly termed “horse sense,” to deal
with training, feeding, grooming and health care. Being
able to identify and treat ailments such as mud fever,
founder, glanders, colic and greasy heel was an asset.
Farmers knew horse names should be short: names like
Tom, King, Molly, Diamond and Queen permitted clear
instruction and lively interaction.

Another aspect associated with horse-drawn vehicles
and implements was the breeding of good horses. Horses
were used everywhere, not only for drawing light carriages
such as buggies, cutters and democrats but also for heavier
conditions where a draft animal was a necessity. A common
occupation was providing stallion services. The owner of

)

Grand Champion stallion c. 1940

the stallion advertised the virtues, specifications and the
scheduled location in local papers.

Utility was not the only requisite. A surrey with a
fringe on top was a major asset for a young blade setting
out to “wow” the fair sex. Along with a fine rig went a
good-looking strutter. Pictures from that era prove how
handsome the setup could be and the obvious pride in its
possession. (This translates as “a fine looking horse and
carriage was an asset to a young man going to meet his
girl friend.”)

Stewart Smith owned two stallions at different times.
His first successful sire was Clellan Chief, followed by a
trotter named Moneo. The business plan was

that [horse] owners could breed their driver mares
and have replacements coming on for the future. In
those days, you couldn’t go out and buy a new car as
you do today. If a new “driver” was needed and you
hadn’t a horse coming on to fill the bill, you had to
scour the countryside to see what was available in
young drivers....

'The farmer needing a more versatile kind of animal
could breed his heavy draft mares to this trotter.
The crossing produced a more general purpose foal
which was very tough and wirey and, when broken
in, could be hitched to the buggy as a driver or
harnessed up and hitched to a plough, wagon or as
a third horse on a 3 horse hitch. This type of horse
was very saleable, large enough to be a work horse
yet agile enough to be a driver... [as] large breeds
were unsuitable for this purpose.

Stallion owners and handlers had a route with
stop-overs at different intervals.... The Stallion
was available at the home barn as well when not
travelling. I remember seeing a poster for Clellan
Chief displaying a picture of the horse and
information as to pedigree, routes, locations and

times.®

An internationally-renowned Warwick Twp. family
business owned by the Brandon Brothers helped provide

cdurtesy D Brandon
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Margaret, Alex. In buggy: Marion, Margaret, Oliver, Jim

The Brandon family,1922: Bill, John, Alison, Amelia, Tom, James,

Carbrook was ranked first at the Royal Winter
Fair from 1922 through 1938 while Forest
Favourite won at the prestigious International
Stock Show in Chicago in 1922. The Anheuser-
Busch brewing company of St. Louis, Missouri,
secured ten horses from the Brandons between
1933 and 1948 and these became their trademark.
On April 12, 1948, the firm of Brandon Bros.
came to an end with the death of James on the
Warwick farm his grandfather first occupied
nearly a century earlier.®

In the same way that the car and all

associated industries seem to govern
community life in 2008, so the horse
dominated life in the nineteenth and early
twentieth century. Business was assured

Brandon six-horse hitch at Forest fairground, spring 1938
horsepower to farmers, logging camps, large businesses,
prison farms and the show circuit. James, William and
Robert Brandon of Birnam Line, sensing an increasing
need for more top-quality draft horses, decided to
establish their own Clydesdale breeding program. After
the purchase of a number of first-rate purebred mares and
securing one of Canada’s top Clydesdale sires, Gallant
Baron, their breeding program was underway. As business
grew, the Brandons began to import the best stallions and
mares they could locate in Scotland.

Farmers that purchased mares from the Brandons
would return their mares to be bred by one of the
Brandons’ quality stallions. Their business plan was paying
off. The general quality of Clydesdale horses on farms
was improving. Many farmers began to show at local and
national levels, where their winnings would of course
reflect well on the Brandons. Also, farmers could sell their
colts through Brandon-organized sales. All parties were
pleased.

In February, 1920, the Brandons imported the stallion
Carbrook Buchlyvie, who had sired numerous outstanding
colts in Scotland and North America. Carbrook and the
stallion Forest Favourite helped solidify the Brandons’
reputation as one of the leading breeders in the world.

for any blacksmith, wheelwright or
harness maker who cared to set up shop.
The veterinarian ranked as high as the
doctor. Many merchants owned a wagon

or van and at least a couple of horses.”

Warwick had a number of blacksmiths,
carriage makers and farriers. The former Birnam
blacksmith shop at the intersection of Nauvoo Rd.
and Birnam Line remains a well-known landmark
where Ammon Rogers and Billie Beach worked.
Ethel Smith recalls the names of men that looked
after the horses of Warwick.

Mostly all travel was done by horseback. Stage
horses also needed attention. William Robertson
had a blacksmith shop and men named Cable,
George Stilwell and Alfred Cox worked this area.
John Humphries [of Warwick Village] was an
expert carriage and wagon maker employing eight
men in his shop. Spokes were shipped in billets
so each was shaped and fitted by hand. Leather
for seats and dashboards as well as flannel and

Joshua Saunders’ blacksmith shop, Watfor

courtesy D Hollingsworth
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Hastings Wagon Co., corner of Main and Huron St., Watford

topping for vehicle tops was shipped in large rolls.
Mr. Humphries personally made buggy tops and
seats, stuffing the seats with seaweed and horse hair.
All units were hand sewn. His products were sturdy
and easy to drive. Winter cutters were also produced
by Mr. Humphries until retirement in 1912. Alfred
Cox continued with iron work and shoeing horses
until 1937. Russell Ward carried on with the work
until 1941.38

In Watford, several blacksmiths did a flourishing
business. John Lovell was south of the bridge where he
shod horses and also made buggies and wagons. East of
Watford Inn, Angus Mitchell offered blacksmith and buggy
fabrication services. Isaac Hastings & Co. made sleighs and
wagons on the east side of Main St. between Huron and
Ontario St.

Dave Maxwell worked at blacksmithing and made a
car now in the Watford museum. The present post office
building is on the site of the Bambridge blacksmith shop.
Livery stables where horses and buggies were kept for hire
were owned by J. Bambridge, W. Cameron, Restorick and
R. Auld.*

This memoir by Ella (Anderson) Atkins offers a
glimpse of rural life and how equines were a valued and
trusted part of daily routines about 1900.

One Christmas my uncle Will Sullivan (mother’s
brother), his wife and family came to our house in
a big sleigh all covered up with straw and blankets
with a pony, named Fanny, tied behind! She was a
fine sturdy Indian pony. My uncle said, “Fanny is

of special treats. Sure enough on May 24%, Fanny
brought us a beautiful black colt with a white star
between his eyes. There was great rejoicing and it was
a school holiday. We named him Prince. We wanted
to name him Victoria after our beloved Queen, but
being a male colt, father advised us Prince would be
better. So the 24™ of May has always been “Prince’s
day”in our family. The next day we drove Fanny with
the cart and our beautiful colt ran beside her. He
got tired when we reached Dan Thompson’s and lay
down. So we ran in to tell Henrietta to come and see
our beautiful colt. After a while, Prince got up and
we went on to school. The Anderson children were
proud that day. A colt had never gone to school at SS
No. 5.There was a church there and a shed. So Fanny
and her son lay down and rested in the shed. From
that day on Prince went to school. When we went to
Watford High School, Prince took us in the cart. He
was a knowing horse. We used to sing and he would
put his head down and pace. Few horses ever passed
our dear old Prince. When Ethel and Bert (my sister
and brother) finished high school, they attended
Model School [a school where prospective students
learned to be elementary school teachers] in Forest.
Again Prince took them to Forest on Sunday night.
They boarded in Forest (Prince too) until Friday
night when they came home. Ethel taught school
at Bethel. Again she drove Prince back and forth.
In winter, she boarded with dear old people named
Joseph and Barbara